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Grab your family and friends, and head down to Boyd Plaza for the opening day of Main Street ICE! The City of 

Columbia’s outdoor ice skating rink, located at the corner of Main and Hampton streets, returns for another year 

of fun for the whole family. 

 

Main Street ICE opened Thanksgiving Day and will remain open until January 18, 2016. Opening day price is $8 

for adults, $5 for children ages 12 and under. The rink will be open from 1 to 10 p.m. the day after  

Thanksgiving.  
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Monday through Wednesday (Discount Days) 

 $8 for adults 

$5 for children ages 12 and under 

 Thursday through Sunday (Regular Price) 

 $10 for adults 

$8 for children ages 12 and under 

 Active Duty Military with ID and Seniors age 55 and up 

$8 (Thursday through Sunday) 

The ice rink will be open seven days a week at the following hours of opera-
tion: 

 Monday-Thursday, 4 to 9 p.m. 

 Friday, 4 to 10 p.m. 

 Saturday, 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. 

Sunday, 1 to 9 p.m. 

Main Street ICE will have special operating hours December 21 through Jan-

uary 1, from 12 to 9 p.m. Monday through Thursday and noon to 10 p.m. 

on Friday. Saturday and Sunday hours will remain the same. 

 

The rink will be closed on Christmas Day and will be open until 12 a.m. on 

New Year’s Eve. 

 

For more information or to reserve your group reservations, please contact 

the City of Columbia Parks and Recreation Department at 803-545-3100.  

Famously Hot New Year’s Eve Carnival  

Bring the whole family out for the City of Columbia’s New Year’s Eve Carni-

val. This family-friendly event features carnival rides, inflatables, carnival 

games, face painting food vendors and ice skating!  

 

WHERE: Main and Hampton streets 

 

WHEN: Thursday, December 31, 2015 from 6-11 p.m. 

 

COST: Admission to the New Year’s Eve Carnival is free. There is a fee for 

carnival rides, inflatables, face painting and food vendors. Prices will vary.  

 

NOTE: Main Street ICE will be open from 12 p.m. to midnight on New Year’s 

Eve. The fee to skate is $10 for adults, $8 for children (age 12 and under) 

and $8 for active duty military with ID and seniors (55+). The fee includes 

skate rentals. 

 

For more information, call the Parks and Recreation Department at 803-545

-3100.  



 3 

 Support Babcock Center and Get a Great Gift for 

Under $20!  

This year’s “Official City Ornament” as proclaimed by Mayor Steve  

Benjamin depicts the Spirit Communications Park, the future home of the 

Columbia Fireflies.  This is the 23rd ornament in the collectors’ series.  

Each ornament is beautifully crafted 24-karat gold on brass and comes in a 

felt case. All proceeds from the sales of the ornament benefit the Babcock 

Center Foundation, a private, non-profit organization that supports more 

than 800 individuals with lifelong disabilities in Richland and Lexington 

counties.  

 

Ornaments cost $15 and may be purchased at the Babcock Center  

Foundation Office at 2725 Banny Jones Avenue, West Columbia, and the  

Columbia Visitor’s Center or by calling 803-799-1970.  Ornaments may be 

purchased online at www.babcockcenter.org.  Order forms may also be 

downloaded at the website and mailed to the Foundation at PO Box 3608 

West Columbia, SC 29171.  

City of Columbia Offices Closed in Observance of 

Christmas Holiday 

City of Columbia offices will be closed on December 24—25, 2015 in  

observance of the Christmas holiday.  

 

Garbage collection is scheduled as follows: Thursday, December 24th will  

run on Wednesday, December 23rd. Friday, December 25th will run on  

Thursday, December 24th. 

 

Home Buying Workshop: How to Purchase a 

Home on a Budget  

The FREE workshop will be held on Thursday, December 10, 2015 at the 

Richland County Library (Cooper Branch), 5317 North Trenholm Road Co-

lumbia SC 29206 from 6 to 8 PM. 

 

For more information, or to reserve your seat please call Community 

 Development at (803) 545-3373. 
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(L:R: Lesenta Lewis-Ellis, Anthony Ned, and 

Sherry Norris) 

OBO Announces Winners of InnovateHER  

Business Challenge 

On Thursday, November 12, 2015 the Office of Business Opportunities in 

partnership with Columbia College, the USC-Columbia Technology  

Incubator and the SC Women’s Business Center announced the winner of 

the local InnovateHER Business Challenge. 

 

InnovateHER is a national women’s business challenge sponsored by the 

Small Business Administration (SBA). The business challenge provides an 

opportunity for entrepreneurs to showcase innovative products and  

services that help impact and empower the lives of women and families. 

Products or services must have a measureable impact on the lives of  

women and families, have the potential for commercialization and fill a 

need in the marketplace. The first, second and third place winners are as 

follows: 

 

1st Place: Anthony Ned, Rooster Booster 

2nd Place: Lesenta Lewis-Ellis, Need-A-Lift Transportation Services, LLC 

3rd Place: Sherry Norris, Alala, LLC 

 

Eight finalists were chosen to present their innovative products or services 

but only the winner of the challenge will compete against other winners  

nationally, for the opportunity to pitch their business idea in Washington, 

DC at the national InnovateHER: Innovating for Women Business Summit on 

March 17, 2015 for the chance to win up to $40,000  

City of Columbia Recognized for Flood Recovery 

Efforts 

The City of Columbia was recognized by Palmetto Health on Tuesday,  

November 17 at Palmetto Health’s Leadership Institute Workshop. 

 

Mayor Steve Benjamin, City Manager Teresa Wilson and members of the  

City's management team were in attendance. 

 

Palmetto Health's CEO Chuck Beaman thanked the City of Columbia, first 

responders and all local agencies for their dedication and hard work  

during the October 2015 Flood.  

City officials and first responders  

City Receives IABC SC Palmetto Award  

On Tuesday, December 1, 2015 at the City Council meeting the Public and 

Media Relations Department was recognized for their great  

accomplishment of receiving the International Association of Business 

Communicators (IABC) SC Palmetto Award for their #LoveColumbia Photo 

Challenge initiative.  
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(L-R: )Mayor Steve Benjamin, Public and  

Media Relations Direcotr Leshia Utsey, 

Councilman Moe Baddourah, Councilwoman 

Leona Plaugh, Councilwoman Tameika Isaac 

Devine and Councilman Sam Davis 

 

The #LoveColumbia Photo Challenge is an annual City initiative that 

 encourages citizens to submit photos via social media of their favorite  

images taken within the City limits. 

 

The Palmetto Awards were created to recognize the outstanding work in 

the communications field and foster professional development among  

communicators. 

 

The awards provide the opportunity for communicators to display their  

talents in communication planning, publication writing and design, feature 

writing, electronic communication, and public relations and crisis  

communication campaigns.  

African American History Calendar Honoree 

At the City Council meeting on Tuesday, December 1, 2015, Fire Chief  

Aubrey D. Jenkins was recognized for his achievements. Chief Aubrey D. 

Jenkins is featured in the 2016 SC African American History Calendar for 

the month of April. 

 

The African American History Calendar which is presented by AT&T and 

partners, honors some extraordinary individuals with deep roots in our 

state, whose achievements have transformed our world and helped define 

who we are as South Carolinians.  

 

In the pages of this 2016 edition, you will see men and women who have 

excelled in many fields, including education, medicine, business, and public 

service. 

(L:R) Councilwoman Tameika Isaac Devine, 

Councilwoman Leona Plaugh, Fire Chief  

Aubrey D. Jenkins, Councilman Moe  

Baddourah, Mayor Steve Benjamin and 

Councilman Sam Davis 

City of Columbia Recognizes Gratitude Month  

Mayor Steve Benjamin and Columbia City Council proclaimed November as 

Gratitude Month on November 23, 2015 at City Hall. 

 

Mayor Steve Benjamin announced a citywide communications campaign 

that allows citizens to express their gratitude to first responders and all 

City of Columbia employees for their tireless efforts during the October 

2015 flood. 

 

Citizens can leave notes of appreciation in the drop boxes labeled “Notes of 

Appreciation” at the following locations: 

 

 City Hall, 1737 Main Street 

 Washington Square Payment Center, 1136 Washington Street 

 Police Headquarters, 1 Justice Square 

 Fire Headquarters, 1800 Laurel Street  

 Eau Claire Town Hall, 3904 Monticello Rd 

 

City Hall, 1737 Main Street 

Washington Square Payment Center, 1136 

Washington Street 

Police Headquarters, 1 Justice Square 

Fire Headquarters, 1800 Laurel Street  

Eau Claire Town Hall, 3904 Monticello Rd 

 

Notes of appreciation can also be emailed to 

columbiacares@columbiasc.net . A Gratitude 

Board has been placed at Washington Square 

Payment Center, 1136 Washington Street for 

citizens who wish to express their gratitude. 
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Advertisement of Vacancies on Various Boards 

The City of Columbia is accepting applications to fill several vacancies on 
the following boards and commissions.  
 
Bicycle Pedestrian Advisory Committee (BPAC) 
Seeking several Applicants.   
The purpose of BPAC is to advise the Mayor and City Council Members, the 
City of Columbia transportation planning staff; community organizations; 
and partners on bicycling and pedestrian issues facing the city; to work to-
ward development of bicycle/pedestrian master plan; to represent commu-
nity and constituent interests in transportation planning decisions; and to 
provide feedback to staff on projects relating to walking and bicycling. Cur-
rent appointees need to re-apply for consideration. Term – 2 years.  
 
Board of Zoning Appeals 
Seeking three (3) Applicants. 
Hear and decide appeals when someone claims that the Zoning Administra-
tor had made an error in any order, requirement, decision or determination 
in enforcing the zoning ordinance; The Board of Zoning Appeals may grant 
special exceptions for uses that the City Council believes are generally per-
missible but require review and approval on a case-by-case basis to ensure 
secondary impacts do not adversely impact traffic; vehicle and pedestrian 
safety; adjoining property in terms of noise, lights, fumes, and air flow; the 
aesthetic character of the environs; and the orientation and spacing of 
buildings ; and  may grant a variance to certain provisions of the Zoning 
Ordinance where a literal enforcement of the provisions of the Zoning Ordi-
nance would result in unnecessary hardship, provided that the spirit of the 
Zoning Ordinance shall be observed, public safety and welfare secured, and 
substantial justice done. Term – 3 years. 
 
Climate Protection Action Committee  
Seeking an At-large representative. 
Identify measures that can be taken to reduce greenhouse gases. CPAC was 
initiated to impact climate change, but now also serves as the City's unoffi-
cial environmental clearing house, focusing on air quality, energy conserva-
tion, water conservation and recycling/waste reduction. Term – 2 years 
 
Hospitality Tax Advisory Committee   
Seeking one (1) Applicant. Individual must represent the restaurant indus-
try. The purpose of this committee is to review applications for hospitality 
funding and make recommendations to Council for the disbursement of 
those funds. Term – 2 years. 
 
Parks and Recreation Foundation 
Seeking four (4) Applicants. 
Columbia Parks and Recreation Foundation enhances the leisure service op-
portunities in the City of Columbia by improving the scope and quality of 
educational and human development programs.   

 

Notes of appreciation can also be emailed to colum-

biacares@columbiasc.net . A Gratitude Board has been placed at Washing-

ton Square Payment Center, 1136 Washington Street for citizens who wish 

to express their gratitude. Citizens can drop off notes until December 31, 

2015. 

For more information, please contact the Public and Media Relations  

Department at 803-545-3020.  

mailto:columbiacares@columbiasc.net
mailto:columbiacares@columbiasc.net
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It encourages, recruits, receives, and administers gifts, devises, and  

donations by deed, will or otherwise, for the advancement of the City of  

Columbia Parks & Recreation Department. Term – 3 years.  

 

Property Maintenance Board of Adjustment and Appeals 

Seeking seven (7) Applicants who are qualified by experience and training 

(i.e. architect, contractor, engineer, property manager) to pass on matters 

pertaining to property maintenance. 

The purpose of the Property Maintenance Board of Adjustment and  

Appeals is to hear appeals of notices or decisions issued under the 

 International Property Maintenance Code. Term – 3 years. 

 

Richland County Board of Assessment Appeals 

Seeking one (1) Applicant. 

The Board of Assessment Appeals purpose is to equalize the value of the 

real and personal property of Richland County and to hear all grievances 

and appeals from the valuation and assessments by the Assessor. Term – 3 

years. 

 

Richland-Lexington Airport District Commission 

Seeking one (1) Applicant. 

The Commission has the functions of planning, establishing, developing, 

constructing, enlarging, improving, maintaining, equipping, operating,  

regulating, protecting and policing such airports and air navigation  

facilities as shall be necessary to serve the people of the Richland-Lexington 

Airport district and the public generally. To this end, the Commission shall 

be empowered.  Term – 4 years 

 

Transportation Penny Advisory Committee 

Seeking one (1) Applicant for Re-Appointment/Appointment. Must be a city 

resident. 

The mission of the Transportation Penny Oversight Committee will be to 

review, comment on, and provide recommendations on the Transportation 

Penny to Richland County Council. They will meet on a quarterly basis and 

may call special meetings as needed. Term – five (5) years. 

 

Deadline – Applications are due no later than December 31, 2015, 5 p.m. 

 

For more information, please contact Connie Bailey at (803) 545-4268 or 

send an email to cfbailey@columbiasc.net. Visit ColumbiaSC.net/boards-

commissions to download an application.  
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Dream Keeper Scholarship Awards 
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Food Drive 
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Main Street ICE 



 11 

 

Famously Hot New Year 

 

 

Download - Famously Hot New Year Info Sheet  

http://www.columbiasc.net/depts/calendar/1/fhny_info_12_31_15.pdf
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Holiday Pet Adoption Specials 
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Home Buying Workshop 
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Holiday Safety 
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Christmas Tree Safety 
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Winter Holiday Safety 



 17 

 

Cooking Safety 
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Councilwoman Devine 

Holiday Drop-In 
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Meetings 

DATE/TIME 

 

TYPE OF MEETING 

  

LOCATION 

December 7 at 5:15 

p.m. 

Planning Commission (PC) 

 Meeting 

1737 Main Street 

Council Chambers 

December 8 at 10:00 

a.m. 

Board of Zoning Appeals (BoZa) 

 Meeting 

1737 Main Street 

Council Chambers  

December 10 at 4 p.m. 
Design/Development Review  

Commission (DDRC)  

1737 Main Street 

Council Chambers 

December 15 at 2 p.m. City Council Work Session  
1737 Main Street 

City Hall 

December 15 at 6 p.m. City Council Meeting 
1737 Main Street 

Council Chambers 

December 24—25  
City Offices Closed in Observance 

of Christmas Holiday 
All City Offices 

Garbage collection is scheduled as follows: Thursday, December 24th will run on Wednesday, 

December 23rd. Friday, December 25th will run on Thursday, December 24th. 
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https://twitter.com/CityofColumbia
https://www.facebook.com/CityofColumbia
http://www.pinterest.com/wearecolumbia/
https://www.tumblr.com/blog/thecityofcolumbia
http://instagram.com/wearecolumbia/
https://www.youtube.com/user/ColumbiaSCGovernment
https://www.linkedin.com/profile/view?id=249397916&trk=nav_responsive_tab_profile
https://soundcloud.com/wearecolumbiasc

