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DESIGN/DEVELOPMENT REVIEW COMMISSION 

DESIGN REVIEW DISTRICT 
CONSENT AGENDA 

EVALUATION SHEET 
Case #  

 
 
ADDRESS:   1402 Jim Hamilton Boulevard, Curtiss-Wright Hangar 
 
APPLICANT:   Robert Lewis, managing owner 
 
TAX MAP REFERENCE:  TMS# 13702-09-01A 
 
USE OF PROPERTY:  Commercial 
 
REVIEW DISTRICT:  National Register Building 
 
NATURE OF REQUEST:   Request for Certificate of Design Approval for exterior changes and 

for preliminary certification for the Bailey Bill 
 

FINDINGS/COMMENTS:   
The Curtiss-Wright Hangar was the first building to be built at Columbia’s Owens Field Municipal 
Airport in 1929. The hangar was built by the Curtiss-Wright Flying Service and was official opened 
in April 1930 with a large celebration, dedication, and air show. Although the hangar was initially 
used for passenger and airmail service, it was eventually also used for flight training, airplane 
storage, and airplane maintenance and repair. Of the approximately 35 hangars built by Curtiss-
Wright Flying Service by the 1930s, Columbia’s Curtiss-Wright Hangar is one of the last to remain 
standing and is largely unaltered from its original design. 
 
The Curtiss-Wright Hangar consists of a large central hangar area with about twenty feet of 
clearance beneath a metal clad barrel roof. This central hangar area is flanked by one story flat 
roofed wings. The hangar’s observation deck, located on top of one of the flat roofed wings, is 
accessed via an exterior masonry staircase. The spaces within the building’s wings were once used 
for a number of purposes including offices, bathrooms, study rooms, and sales. Brick piers at the 
outer corners of each wing are used to support the large steel hangar doors and their sliding 
mechanisms. These piers are each topped by a concrete finial, which is the only purely decorative 
feature of the building. The Curtiss-Wright Hangar was listed in the National Register of Historic 
Places in the late 1990s for its contributions to air transportation in Columbia and throughout the 
state. Today the building is in need of many repairs and updates and the owners are applying for the 
Bailey Bill as part of the building’s rehabilitation process.   
 
The applicant is proposing to rehabilitate the building for use as a restaurant and brewery. Proposed 
work to be completed includes replacing glass in the windows, repointing brick, and replacing 
missing finials. The renovation will also include updating the mechanical, electrical, and plumbing 
systems. As this building is listed in the National Register of Historic Places, it is eligible for 
consideration of the Bailey Bill. The owners are also pursuing tax credits so the applicant and the 
City Staff are working closely with the State Historic Preservation Office on this project. Should 
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any additional site requirements, signage, or similar work arise, it will be reviewed per the Bailey Bill 
guidelines. 
 
PERTINENT SECTIONS FROM GUIDELINES  
Sec. 17-698. - Eligible rehabilitation. 
(a) Standards for rehabilitation work. To be eligible for the special tax assessment, historic rehabilitations must be 
appropriate for the historic building and the historic district in which it is located. This is achieved through adherence 
to the following standards: 
(1) The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved; the removal of historic materials or alterations 
of features and spaces that characterize each property shall be avoided. 
All historic features will be retained and preserved. 
   
(2) Each property shall be recognized as a physical record of its time, place and use; changes that create a false sense of 
historical development shall not be undertaken. 
There are no alterations that would cause a false sense of historical development. 
 
(3) Most properties change over time; those changes that have acquired historic significance in their own right shall be 
retained and preserved. 
Not applicable. 
 
(4) Distinctive features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of craftsmanship that characterize a 
property should be preserved. 
The work proposed follows a maintenance and rehabilitation scope with an emphasis on repair. 
Therefore, all historic features will be retained and preserved. Work to preserve the steel windows, 
doors, and sliding door mechanisms of the building has already been completed. 
 
(5) Deteriorated historic features shall be repaired rather than replaced; where the severity of deterioration requires 
replacement of a distinctive feature, the new should match the old in design, color, texture, and other visual qualities 
and, where possible, materials; replacement of missing features shall be substantiated by documentary, physical, or 
pictorial evidence. 
There are concrete finials that were in place on the top of the columns that support the hangar 
doors. Four of these finials are now missing or damaged. These finials will be replaced with 
concrete finials to match the historic finials that are still intact on four of the columns. The location 
of the finials is supported in pictorial and physical evidence.  
The glass in the windows and doors will be replaced with glass that has been chosen for its physical 
and visual properties. The glass will be clear glass that is compatible with historic buildings.  
There were a number of painted signs on the hangar, located above the hangar door and on the 
roof of the building. One sign, above the sliding hangar doors, originally said “Curtiss Wright” and 
“Flying Service”. This Curtiss-Wright sign is in the process of being re-painted to match the 
original. Another sign will be painted on the opposite side of the building, facing Jim Hamilton 
Boulevard, to say “Hunter-Gatherer” and “Brewery & Alehouse”. This new sign will match the 
lettering of the historic “Curtiss Wright” sign. Since the Curtiss-Wright Hangar historically included 
painted signage, adding a new painted sign that matches the historic and also gives indication of the 
building’s usage is appropriate for the building.  
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(6) Chemical or physical treatments, such as sandblasting, that cause damage to historic materials shall not be used; 
the surface cleaning of structures, if appropriate, shall be undertaken using the gentlest means possible. 
Sandblasting will not be used on the brick or steel elements of the building. If loose paint needs to 
be removed from the brick before painting it will be scraped off in the gentlest means possible. The 
steel elements within the building have already been cleaned with a wire brush and treated. No 
other cleaning methods have been proposed at this time.  
 
(7) New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic materials that 
characterize the property; the new work shall be differentiated from the old and shall be compatible with the massing, 
size, scale, and architectural features to protect the historic integrity of the historic property and its environment. 
The addition of the concrete finials will restore the building to its historic design and will not 
destroy any historic material.  
The new painted signs on the building will match the historic signs and will be appropriate to the 
building. Any additional signage will be reviewed by staff.  
 
(8) New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be undertaken in such a manner that if removed in 
the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its environment would be unimpaired. 
Not applicable. 
 
The above items are the parameters for review for projects that receive the Bailey Bill. If any future 
work is proposed beyond the scope of what is presented here then it will be reviewed. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS: 
Staff recommends granting a Certificate of Design Approval and preliminary certification for the 
Bailey Bill for 1402 Jim Hamilton Boulevard based on its conformance with Sec. 17-698 of the City 
Ordinance with the following conditions: 

 Any additional signage to be reviewed by staff, 

 The project meeting or exceeding the 20% investment threshold requirements for qualified 
rehabilitation expenses, 

 All work meeting the standards for work as outlined in Section 17-698, 

 All details deferred to staff. 
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Curtiss-Wright Hangar, Front Façade (photo by staff) 

 

 
Curtiss-Wright Hangar (Image from Google) 
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Curtiss-Wright Hangar, staircase leading to observation deck (photo by staff) 

 
 

 
Historic Curtiss-Wright sign being repainted (photo by applicant) 
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