


 
DESIGN/DEVELOPMENT REVIEW COMMISSION  

SITE/SUBDIVISION PLAN  
CASE SUMMARY 

  
612 AND 617 DEVINE STREET 

GARVIN DESIGN GROUP 
PALMETTO COMPRESS BUILDING AND PARKING GARAGE 

 
April 9, 2015 at 4:00pm 

City Council Chambers, 3rd Floor, City Hall, 1737 Main Street 
Columbia, South Carolina 29201 

 
Subject Property: 612 and 617 Devine Street  
TMS#: 08914-02-01 and 08915-13-13 
Zoning District: MX-2, -ID (Mixed-Use Urban within the Innovista Design District) 
Council District: 2 
Proposal:  Request Site Plan Review Approval for the renovation of an existing building 

and construction of a parking lot, pool and pool house and parking garage 
totaling ± 366,000 sq. ft. 

Applicant: Garvin Design Group 
Proposed Use: Mixed-Use / Apartments and Commercial Space 
Staff 
Recommendation: Recommend approval with various conditions. 

 
Detail: This project entails the renovation of an existing Palmetto Compress 

building and construction of a parking lot, pool and pool house and parking 
garage totaling ± 366,000 sq. ft. to accommodate a mixed-use 
development.   
 
The proposed development will include 197 apartments with 270 bedrooms 
(35-three, 103-two, 59-one bedroom units), 10,000 sq. ft. of retail space, 
parking garage and multi-use greenway.  Parking will be provided through 
on-site, parking garage and within the Devine and Pulaski Street rights-of-
way.   
 
Though there are many staff comments within this case summary, the 
proposed site plan largely meets requirements. Should the Commission be 
inclined to grant approval of the site plan, staff would request that the 
Commission grant approval subject staff comments. 

 
CITY AGENCY COMMENTS FOR SITE/SUBDIVISION PLAN REVIEW 

John Fellows, 
Planning 
Administrator 
and Lucinda 
Statler, Urban 
Design Planner 

Recommend approval with conditions: 
1. The Devine Street section shall be coordinated with the Innovista 

master plan recommendations; staff is working closely with the 
applicant on streetscape design to include: 

• Devine Street road realignment 
• 10’ sidewalk on the south side of Devine Street 
• Double allay of trees between driveway and Wayne Street r.o.w. 

on the South side of Devine 
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• Continuous sidewalk at driveway crossing  
• 8’ sidewalk, evergreen screening, and shade trees adjacent to 

parking garage on the north side of Devine Street 
2. Site and Right of way details to be deferred to staff.   

K. Brian Cook, 
Zoning 
Administrator 

Recommend approval with condition: 
Based on parking plan 3-16-15. It is also anticipated that a new parking 
garage will be constructed and used for this project. 

Johnathan 
Chambers, Land 
Development 
Administrator 

Recommend approval with condition:   
Work within the ROW will require City and State encroachment permits. 

Robert Harkins, 
Plans Examiner  Recommend approval. 
Scott Rogers, 
Utilities  

Recommend approval with conditions: 
1. Any needed upgrade, extension or relocation of City utilities must be 

provided by the developer.  
2. Any privately owned/maintained utilities or permanent structures 

cannot be located inside exclusive City of Columbia utility easements. 
3. Water mains, sewer mains, water meters that are 4” or larger or any 

privately maintained utilities will not be allowed inside public right-of-
ways or under sidewalks without an approved encroachment permit 
and written approval from the City Engineer. Coordination between the 
Civil Engineer, Architect and Mechanical Engineer to allow room for 
these utilities on the developed property is strongly encouraged.  

David Brewer, 
Traffic 
Engineering 

Recommend approval. 
 

David Koon, Fire 
Department 

Recommend approval with condition: 
A fire hydrant will be required in the rear of the parking lot, behind the pool 
house. 

Scott Holder, 
Land 
Development 
Planner 

Recommend approval with condition: 
Screening for trash collection, if applicable. Trees along Devine Street of 
parking deck should be shade trees if space allows. 

Sara Hollar, 
Forestry 

Recommend approval with conditions:  
Species to be planted in right-of-way must be approved by Forestry and 
Beautification.  The landscaping and irrigation must be maintained by the 
adjacent property owner in a manner to not interfere with pedestrian or 
vehicular traffic.   Landscaping and irrigation installed in the right-of-way on 
SCDOT maintained roads will also require an encroachment permit from 
SCDOT.   

Tracy Mitchell, 
Stormwater 

Recommend approval with condition: 
Need to provide pre- and post-development hydrology calculations showing 
that there is no adverse impact or increase in runoff to adjacent properties or 
systems.  Army Corps verification for application of permit for wetlands 
impacts required, if applicable to site work.  Need to provide documentation 
showing that water quality requirements are being addressed. 

Robert Sweatt, 
Street Division 

Recommend approval. 

John Hooks, 
Solid Waste 

Recommend approval. 

John Spade, 
Parking Services 

Recommend approval. 
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