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DESIGN/DEVELOPMENT REVIEW COMMISSION

DESIGN REVIEW DISTRICT
EVALUATION SHEET
Consent Agenda Case #1

ADDRESS: 527 Gadsden Street

APPLICANT: Gretchen Lambert, architect

TAX MAP REFERENCE: 08914-12-02A

USE OF PROPERTY: Residential (Sorority House)

REVIEW DISTRICT: Innovista Design District (-ID)

NATURE OF REQUEST: Request for Certificate of Design Approval for addition to an
existing structure.

FINDINGS/ICOMMENTS:

The proposal is for a 2900 sf addition to the existing Gamma Phi Beta house in the Greek
Village. The addition is on the west (rear) elevation and provides additional space for the chapter
room, a larger service area off of the kitchen, and some minor amenity spaces on the second
floor.

5.9 Building Additions, Renovations, and Demolitions

When an existing structure is to be renovated or expanded, care should be taken to complete the work in a manner
that respects the original design character of the structure. The appropriate design guidelines in this section are to be
implemented whenever a structure is to be renovated or expanded.

The addition respects the original design of the structure. Since the existing structure is not
historic, any guidelines regarding demolition or removal of existing elements to accommodate the
addition are not applicable.

In order to avoid a seam where the addition joins with the existing structure, the brick will
be removed back to the inside corner on both lower and upper floors and re-brick those areas so
that there is a continuous and consistent surface. This will also apply to the asphalt shingles, which
will be removed back to the hip to avoid a visible seam.

5.9.10 Additions to Existing Structures
The design of a proposed addition should follow the general scale, proportion, massing and detailing of the original
structure; it should be harmonious, not in stark contrast.

o New additions should be interpretations of the existing buildings wherein the main characteristics of the
excisting structure are incorporated using modern construction methods. This may include: the extension of
architectural lines from the existing structure to the addition; repetition of window and entrance spacing; use of
harmonizing colors and materials; and the inclusion of similar, yet distinct, architectural details (i.e.,
window/ door trim, lighting fixtures, tile/ brick decoration, etc.)
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Looking at the South elevation, the addition continues the upper story roofline of the main
structure, aligning and matching the fascia profile. The windows on the addition continue the
pattern of openings and are of identical detail and material. The roof on the one-story portion has
the same pitch as the one story portion of the main structure.

From the West elevation, the addition is almost identical to the existing elevation, on a different
plane, with the addition of a covered porch and a door. The addition of the porch columns and
railings add interest to the facade and are compatible with the proportions and style of the existing
building. The entrance to this side has been moved to the north, since the addition makes the grade
change from the building to the parking lot too steep for stairs in this location.

Similar to the South elevation, the North elevation continues the roofline, and aligns new,
matching windows with the existing fenestration pattern. As on the South elevation, the existing
brick and asphalt shingles will be removed back to the inside corner to avoid a seam where the new
addition begins.

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS:
Staff recommends approval of the request.
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