Coruvmvmiera WarTeR:

Quarrmy On Tar Since 1835

The United States Environmigntal Protection Agency
(EPAY and the Sowth Carchna Department of Health
and Environmental Control {(SCDHECY have estab-

hshed sinct quality standards for dnnking  water
These standards arg designed to protect consumers
against disease-causing bacteria and other harmfil
substances, EPA requires public water systems to send
their customers an annual report contaiming informa-
t1on about ther dnnking water quality and compliance
with the standards. The City of Columbaa 15 pleased o
present the intformeation contamed o thas report to wou
and hope that it will be both informative and helpfl
i making personal health-based decisions regarding
yvour drinking water consumption.  We welcome vour
We may be reached dur-
ing noemal busmess hours by calling 803-545-3400

comments and questions,

You arg also welcome o attend regularly scheduled
meetimgs of City Counail that are generally held the
first and third Wednesdavs of each month at City Hall,
1737 Mam Street at 10:(0) a.m. Contact the Public
Relahons Department at $03-545-3020 tor tume and
location or visie www,columbiascnet,

WaEre poes CoromMiia’s

Warter Come From?

The City of Columbia operates tao water treatment
plants, cne of which draws water from the Broad Riv-
er Diversion Canal (Canal) and the other from Lake
Murray (Lakel. The two plants together produce an
average of 60 million gallons of water per day that 15
fumished fo approximately 375000 people in Rich-
land and Lexmngton Counties throueh maore than 2,350
miles of underground pipeling. Generally. the Lake
Murray Plant serves the area west of Brosd River and
the area north of Interstate 20, and the Columbia Ca-
mal Plant serves the remaming area. The system 15 de-
signed, however, so that sustainable water can be 2up-

| cinrtimped above, riglh |

ConsErvE COLUMBIA

Although water is ong of our mosf crifical resources,
it is often misuged and abuzed. The City of Columbia iz
dedicared fo providing an adequate supply of clean
drinking water for both current and future generafions,
You can do vour part too, ODur new educational cam-
paign, Conserve Columbia, is a great way to learn more
about your water and how vou can make a positive
difference.

You may not realize that only fap water keeps us healthy,
fights fireg, supports cur econcmy, and provides us with
a high quality of life to enjoy. Each of us can help ensure
that we continwe to have these benefits for many vears to
come by practicing water conservation in our everyday
activities,

Water conzervation is no longer related to only drough;
it is necessary as a way of life all year. It is simple, in-
expensive, and most importantly our perzonal responsi-
biliry. Please remind yourself the next time you murn on
the tap!

DisposiNG oF PHARMACEUTICALS
AND PeErsonaL Care Propucts

Wiz

Your Nezo mo Kvow

The Facts...

The first pricnty of the water community 15 protecting
public health. As part of that commitment, water profes-
gionals have been researching the occurrence of personal
care products and pharmaceutical compounds i drinking
water supplies for more than 4 years.

Today's advanced water monitoring technology allows
scientists o detect more substances, including pharma-
ceuhcals and personal care products, at lower kevels than
ever before. To date, however, research throughout the
world has not demonstrated an impact on human health
from pharmaceuticals in danking water at the trace
levels at which they have been found, People regularly
consume or expose themselves o products containing
these compounds in much higher concentraticns through
medicines, food and beverage and other sources, While
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plied to the entirg service area by either plant,

The City uzes a series of treatment techniques to pro-
duce potable (drinkable) water, As water 15 pumped
inbo the treatment plants, intake areas screen oul floai-
ing debns such as plants and fish,  Aluninum sultate
(alum} and ofther polvmers are rapidly mixed info
the water to help particles i the water cling fogether
(coagulate) and form heavier particles, referred to as
floc. The water mixture is then gently circulated so
that the coagulating parficles confinue (o merge o
larger floc particles. These floc particles pass into a
sedimentation basin where they settle o the botlom
and are eventually disposed of, Filtration removes any
remaining particles, The water pagses through filters
contamng layvers of sand. gravel and anthracite coal
Small Aoc particles climg o flter material as water
passes through, After all particles have been removed,
a small amount of chlorine iz added 1o the water to
keep hactenia trom developing as it travels to your
home or business. A small amount of Auoride is alzo
added to the water to assist i prevening tooth decay,

The SCDHEC has completed a comprehensive wa-
ter assessment report on the Broad Rirver Diversion
Canal (also referred 10 as the Columbia Canal) and
Lake Murray, This Source Water Assessmient report
is available and can be reviewed af 1126 Washington
atreet or by comtacting 803-345-3400,

City of Columbia Water Service Area
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rescarch hasn't demonsirated human health impacts
ar these levels, the waler COMMLINITY CONTINUES O Pay
cloge attention o scientific developmenis in this area.

How should T dispose of unused medicines?

The best and most cost-effective way to ensure safe
water af the fap is to keep our source waters clean, As
a society, we should encourage policies that protect
source water from contaminants introduced by hu-
man activity. You can help by refraining from fushing
unused medications down the follet or sink. Instead,
fincd oouk if your pharmacy accepts unused or unnesded
prescrption drugs tor dispesal, Over-the-counter medi-
cations should be taken our of their original containers,
mixed with coffee grounds or Kitty litter in a sealable
bag, and then put in the trash.

For Morre INFORMATION

Yo may call BO3-545-3400 for all water quality related
questions or gongerns Monday through Friday between the
hours of 830 &,m., and 500 pon, or BO3-TI38334 a1 all
other times,

Lty of Columbia

Water Chualify Complaints(®: 30 am, - 5000 pom 8 05- 2455400
after hours; Columbia Canal WTP BOS-TI3-H154
Lake hurray WTF HO3-TRI-2181
Water Diginbale BOE- 5 53010
Service Problems (all lours) BO3-545-3000
Wnter Billa (B30 a,m. - 300 pom, | HOS- 5455300

5.0, Dept, of Health and Epvironmemntal Central
Hureai of Walier B0 B D
Disdgion of Hsalth Hazard Evaluation BO3-Ri-3432
Envircnmental Community Health Offics HER-E4-T241
Dwinking Water Hotline Ol 426474 ]
Mational L Iafornsstion Cleaarnghouss ROM-424-5123
Copsamer Product Safety Commiszion HOM-658-2T72

wwwctHumbinsc. net

Exté informe contiene informacion
muy importanie sobre el agua gue
nsted toma. Traduscalo o hable con
un amigo quien lo entienda hien,

How To Use Your

Warer WiseLy!

OUTROORS

* Design vour landscape with native plants and reduce grass
covered arens.

« Use sprimklers that produce droplets rather than mist and
include rain shut=o0T devices.

« Water during the conlest part of the day.

« Use soaker hoses or trickbe irrigation for trees and shrubs,
= Install covers on pools and spas to reduce evaporation and
check for leaks around pumps,

* Use a broom instead of a hose to clean off driveways and
siclewnlks.

» Cut grass at least three inches high to shade roots, making
it more drought-tolerant,

« Mulch to retain water. Spread leaves, lown clippings, or
landscaping tarps around plants. Mulching also controls
weeds that compete with garden plants for water.

* Wash your car less offen or at a car wash that cleans and
vecyches the water, If you do wash vour car at home, use a
bucket of diluted biodegradable soap rather than running
# hise.

IND R’

* Install @ water-efficient showerhead (<25 gal/min).

* Take a S-minute shower rather than a bhath,

* Turn off water while brushing teeth and shaving,

= Wash only full loads of laundry and replace old washing
machines with water- and energy-efficient models,

* Serape rather than rinse dishes before hoading into the
ilishwasher.

# Check vour toilet for “silent™ leaks by placing a livtle food
coboring in the tank and seeing if i leaks into the bowl.

= Dot powe waker down the deain il you can use it for other
projects such as watering plants or cleaning.

* When you buy a new toilet, choose a low Bow model (1.6
galloms or less per fush).

* Avoid using the toilet as a trash hasket for facial tissues
ani similar items. Each flush uses 5 to 7 gallons of water,

« Teach children to turn off fancets tightly.

ﬁ,“mﬂ‘a City of Columbia Water Works

= Columbia, South Carolina
2007 Water Quality Report

ﬁ Public Water Svstem 4010001

Best Tastive Drivkive WATER
INTHE Nation!

l:'il:'. of Columilsia was I'H.'.?llrl_\ clhinsen @ semitina list-in
Faste Test e Americn’s ':H'"gr rl'll] WIlEr (e
SRS The Today Shons,

Flease celebirate this honor by turning on Ehe Gy
| W ]

and enjoving our fine water,
T,

A Publleation of the Clty of Columbia'a
Dapartment of IAlitkes and Enginesring



WhaaT's In Corvmpia’s Drivking WATER?
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What do these terms and symbols mean?
Action bevel-A lmnt (ot BICL) that apphies w0 contanmigants, such a3 lead and copper. that eiter the MEDLG (Maxinum Kesidual Dhsmbectant Level Coall=1The maximam level of a dismbectant
water alter maimen. Adcion levels may megeer spacal mesinenng, pubhe aducaisen o reaimenl  donliiee water s@whseh no Known oF antieipates] advarse eitect on the healil of perseas woald oocue
techmlgues. amd el allows for an acequabe margm ol salety, MEDLGTS ane nongnlercable publs hsalth geals.
[Rerecied Level-Uoniontratsen of a subsiames doteciad moa waler sample.  Tha debsctad levels speer NoA-Mob applacable, dees nod apply
flizd an they above Bables ane the haghest kevals detected of maluple senples wene colleciod except for ML Mephelemermic Turbciry Uait-Linis nesed s ndssate water claniny
ledal Orgamie Carbon (107 or unlesa specified oiherwise. bor [0, the specilied remvoval rate1sihe pple (pariz per blbhoni-Cne part imoa bllen pars teguivalen we one peany i 510000 i

rate regquimed by the S EC, based on data reported By the iy i {parts pet mlbon-Cne part 5 a mallion parts Jequalent 10 ong penmy an S 10,000)
MOL (daximum Comtamanant Level = he EFAS repulation b for the highesy alkesable amount of BAA (runnmg aniual pverage -Aa averags of the R quarters i a calesdar year
a subeance i\ drinkimg water. T Crrewtimand techmque A naquired process itenced we ruce the level ol a cotamanant 1\ drink-

MCLG | hMaxamum Comtammnant Level Cieal- e EPAS arzen level dor a comtamanant beleay wlieli B Walar.

thers are no ke or suspected health atleds, T MOLG 13 nol pecessarily a kvl achievable wallh  #0Eh Percemtile- e “action level™ Tor lead ancd coppar Tor a water aystem hal serves more han
curreinily avanlabske reatment wechmgues. 1060, DD ezl

MEDL { Maxmmim Besidual Dsmtecant Level- e nssmmm pernnssiile kel ol a dismtectant <2 Lass ihan

adkled o waber reatrmenl that meay not b excaaded an the consumae's tap withoun an unscecepialde > Cirsater than

proasabaliiy of sdversa Bealth ellecs

THE EPA REQUIRES THAT ALL ANNUAL WATER (MJALITY REPORTS CONTAIN THE FOLLOWING:
Lrrikmg water, meluding botthed water. may rescnably be expacted 0 contam an keast ensll amoniie of some contamisants,  The presence of contamisants does nol necessanly ixdwcate thal waber poss a healib
nEk Mlore miormaisesn also contamisants and poleaial health lace can be obiaised by calling the EEAR Sate Dirinking Water Hotling (R00-4265-4791
Lha somrces ol drnking waier {boll G swator amd boiglad water) mchode rvers, lakes, stnsns, ponds, resarvedars. springs, amd welle As water iravels over e surface of the lamd or theough the groand, 0 dissolves
tavtura by cecurrig manerals amd racioactye matersal, and can pock up substances resuliing frond e presaic of animels oF Trom Buman actvaiy.
Conannnants that may e presenl i sounce waler g luds:

*hdcrobial contammananis, such as varuses and actera, which may come from sewags reaiment planis, septic syswems, agriculnral lreeseeck operations and wildlite.

Flnorgaiiie coitaimmaiiis. such as salts and metals, whech can Bz paturally cecurming of result frem urbai stormmater tanotl, indusimal o domesiie wastewater discharges, cal and zas prodecieen, nnibig of [Erm-
mg

*Hesticadis ancd Berbacides, winch may come [rom a vamely ol sources gnch as apmculme, siormmaier Tunol] and resxlenial naes,

Uz chenncal contamisants, mehnbing synthebe and volatls orgamics, wioch are y-praducts of mdosma) prosesses and peiroloem production and can also aoima Trom gag stabions, urbsn sormasater rosdl
el Beplic syslens.

Radiachve contannnants, whech can be naurally-eecurnng o be the result of ol amd gag prodeciaen and maning actraies.

Im order to imsure that tap water 18 sale woodrik, e EPA presenibes negulations that ot tlie amant of sertamn conlamananis m water provaeded by pubhe water systens. Federal Dirug Admimistration {FLA | reguls-
then e estabhish lomis for contanmnants an otk water, wloeh most proside e s protection Tor puble: healib.

S peopks mnay be maore vulnerabls o comarmnania an domkig water tlian the peseral popalation,  Immunc-compromised persens. aich as persens Wil conoer uslerzomg clemsolherapy, parsons who have un-
dirgome organ ransplams, people sith HEY ALY oF edher wnmons sysiem diserders, some alderly anc miams can b parciculanly st nisk fmom mieciions. These peeple should seok sdvics about donking water ihom
therr healils care provaders. EPAACLC pudelines oo appropriale means W lessen e nsk of miection by Cryptos potwlinm are available fiom te Sale Dnnking Water Hotling (SU0-426-479 1) lesing sance 15994 has
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