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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Friday, October 31, 2014 

Contact: Public Relations, Marketing & Media at 545-3020 

 

City Announces Plan to Open Inclement Weather Center this Weekend 

Due to low temperatures that are projected over the weekend, City Manager 

Teresa Wilson has announced that the City of Columbia will open the 

Inclement Weather Center on Saturday, November 1, 2014 and Sunday, 

November 2, 2014 in order to provide shelter for those who may need a 

warm environment during the colder temperatures. The Inclement Weather 

Center may also open during evening hours on Monday, November 3, 2014, 

however a decision will be made on November 3, 2014.  “Earlier this week, 

city staff were convened and began mapping out a plan of action to address 

the needs of those who may need shelter this weekend due to the weather 

predictions.  At my request, staff continued to monitor weather conditions 

and final details for our plan of operations were confirmed today.  We are 

ready to open the Inclement Weather Center for operations over the 

weekend and we will assess the need for opening the center on Monday 

evening after we get more definitive information regarding projected 

weather conditions for Monday evening,” City Manager Teresa Wilson 

commented.  City officials are slated to announce the official Inclement 

Weather Center plan on next week.  “We are working to finalize our plans 

with the designated partner agency and make an official announcement after 

November 3, 2014,” Wilson stated. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION: 
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Due to the NWS prediction of temperatures of 40 degrees and below for this 

Saturday, Sunday and possibly Monday, the Inclement Weather Center at 

191 Calhoun Street will be opening and the hours of operation can be seen 

below: 

Hours of operation:  6:00 PM to 7:00 AM (on all dates of operation) 

TRANSPORTAION SITE AND HOURS: 

Transportation services will also be provided and the pick-up and drop off 

site and transportation times are listed below: 

Pick up / Drop off site:  Bus Transfer Station at the corner of Laurel and 

Sumter (no walk up guests at the Inclement Weather Center) 

Transportation operation times:  Evening – 5:45 pm to 7:00 pm 

                                                  Morning – 6:00 am to 7:00 am 

 

SECURITY: 

Security and public safety services will be provided by the City of 

Columbia’s Police Department.  Officers will be present on site 

during all hours of operations at the Inclement Weather Center.   

CONTACT INFORMATION: 

For more information or assistance, please call the Columbia 

Richland Communications Center at 803-252-2911 (24 hours a day). 

 

 

### 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Monday, November 3, 2014 

Contact: Carrie Deaton at Office: (803) 799-1970; Mobile: (803) 586-1473 

 

The Unveiling of the 2014 “Official City Ornament” 

 

WHO:   Mayor Steve Benjamin & Babcock Center Foundation                                                 

WHAT: Unveiling and proclamation of the 2014 “Official City Ornament” 

WHEN: Today at 11:00 a.m. 

WHERE: South Carolina State Museum 

                 301 Gervais Street Columbia, SC  

WHY: Each year, the Mayor of Columbia unveils the Babcock Center Foundation’s “Ornament of 

Opportunity” and proclaims the ornament as the “Official City Ornament”.  

For additional information, contact Carrie Deaton, Babcock Center at Office: (803) 799-1970; Mobile: 

(803) 586-1473 

### 

 

 

Public Relations 

Public Relations, Marketing & Media Department 

1737 Main Street, Columbia, SC 29201 

Phone: 803-545-3020 

Fax: 803-343-8719 

ColumbiaSC.net 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Monday, November 3, 2014 
Contact: Public Relations, Marketing & Media @ 545-3020 
 

City of Columbia To Hold Draft Land Use Plan Open House 

What: Building on community input collected at the Plan Columbia Workshop in July, the City 
of Columbia has prepared a draft Land Use Plan. The public is invited to an open house 
to see the plan, share thoughts on the recommendations, and talk one on-one with the 
planning team. This is an opportunity for citizens to give input on the 
plan recommendations before City leadership considers formally adopting the plan.  

When:  Wednesday November 5, 2014 
 11 am – 2 pm 
 6 pm – 8 pm 

 

Format:  Open house.  Citizens should come during the time most convenient to them and view 
the material at their own pace.     

 

Where:  EdVenture Children’s Museum, 211 Gervais Street 

   The Canal Room (Lower Level – Entry at Facing Canal) 

 

More Information:      See attached PDF or visit www.weplantogether.org  

 

### 

http://www.weplantogether.org/
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Monday, November 3, 2014 

Contact: Public Relations, Marketing & Media at 545-3020 

  

City Plans to Open Inclement Weather Center This Evening 

Due to low temperatures that are projected for tonight, City Manager Teresa 

Wilson has announced that the City of Columbia will open the Inclement 

Weather Center (IWC) on Monday, November 3, 2014 in order to provide 

shelter for those who may need a warm environment during the colder 

temperatures.  

  

HOURS OF OPERATION: 

Due to the NWS prediction of temperatures of 37 degrees and below for 

Monday, November 3, the IWC at 191 Calhoun Street will be opening and 

the hours of operation can be seen below: 

  

Hours of operation:  6:00 PM to 7:00 AM (on all dates of operation) 

 

TRANSPORTAION SITE AND HOURS: 

 Transportation services will also be provided and the pick up and drop off 

site and transportation times are listed below: 

  

Pick up / Drop off site:  Bus Transfer Station at the corner of Laurel and 

Sumter (no walk up guests at the Inclement Weather Center) 
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Transportation operation times:  Evening – 5:45 pm to 7:00 pm 

                                                          Morning – 6:00 am to 7:00 am 

  

SECURITY: 

 Security and public safety services will be provided by the City of 

Columbia’s Police Department.  Officers will be present on site 

during all hours of operations at the Inclement Weather Center.   

  

CONTACT INFORMATION: 

 For more information or assistance, please call the Columbia 

Richland Communications Center at 803-252-2911 (24 hours a day). 

  

  

### 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Monday, November 3, 2014 

Contact: Carrie Deaton at Office: (803) 799-1970; Mobile: (803) 586-1473 

 

South Carolina State Museum is the 2014 “Official City Ornament” 

 

Mayor Steve Benjamin and the Babcock Center Foundation unveiled the South Carolina State Museum 

as the 2014 “Official City Ornament” today. Each year, the Mayor of Columbia proclaims the Babcock 

Center Foundation’s “Ornament of Opportunity”. 

“The Babcock Christmas Ornament is about making a difference in the lives of some of our most 

vulnerable residents,” said Mayor Benjamin. “It’s about creating hope and as such exemplifies our city’s 

oldest traditions of family and community. So it is fitting that this year’s ornament honors those 

traditions embodied in one of our most treasured institutions – the South Carolina State Museum.” 

All proceeds from the sales of the ornament benefit the Babcock Center Foundation, which help people 

with lifelong disabilities.  

For more information or to purchase ornaments, visit www.babcockcenter.org 

 

Public Relations 

Public Relations, Marketing & Media Department 

1737 Main Street, Columbia, SC 29201 

Phone: 803-545-3020 

Fax: 803-343-8719 

ColumbiaSC.net 

http://www.babcockcenter.org/
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Monday, November 3, 2014 
Contact: Shireese M. Bell at 803-760-9125 or smbell@columbiasc.net 
 

City of Columbia Accepting Nominations for the MLK Dream Keeper Scholarship 

The City of Columbia is accepting nominations for the 2015 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Dream 
Keeper Scholarship Awards. 

  

The Dream Keeper Award recognizes exemplary displays of committed service to the tenets of 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.   

  

The ideals of social responsibility, political empowerment, diversity, racial harmony, 
nonviolence, and unselfish service must be demonstrated voluntarily by the nominee in support 
of his or her community and fellow citizens. 

  

The nominee must be age 18 or younger and enrolled in school with a minimum 2.0 grade point 
average. 

  

Winners will be announced at the City of Columbia’s annual Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Celebration on Monday, January 19, 2015, at 4 p.m. at the Martin Luther King Jr. Park and 
Community Center, 2300 Greene Street. Nominees must attend the celebration.  

  

Applications are available online for download or at any community center.  

  

mailto:smbell@columbiasc.net
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Applications must be returned in person or by mail to the City of Columbia Parks and Recreation 
Department, 1111 Parkside Drive, Columbia, SC 29203. Applications must be postmarked by 
Friday, January 2, 2015. 

  

For more information, contact Shireese M. Bell at 803-545-3100 or smbell@columbiasc.net, or 
visit www.columbiasc.net. 

### 

 

 

*Please see the attached application. 

 

 

Public Relations 

Public Relations, Marketing & Media Department 

1737 Main Street, Columbia, SC 29201 

Phone: 803-545-3020 

Fax: 803-343-8719 

ColumbiaSC.net 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:smbell@columbiasc.net
http://www.columbiasc.net/
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Monday, November 03, 2014 
Contact: Shireese M. Bell at 803-760-9125 or smbell@columbiasc.net 
 

City of Columbia’s Outdoor Ice Skating Rink Opens Thanksgiving Day 

 

Grab your family and friends, and head down to Boyd Plaza for the opening day of Main Street 
ICE! The City of Columbia’s outdoor ice skating rink, located at the corner of Main and 
Hampton streets, returns for another year of fun for the whole family.  

Main Street ICE opens Thanksgiving Day, November 27, from 5 to 10 p.m., and will remain 
open until January 19, 2015. Opening day price is $8. The rink will be open from 1 to 10 p.m. 
the day after Thanksgiving.  

The ice rink will be open seven days a week at the following hours of operation: 

Monday-Thursday, 4 to 9 p.m. 
Friday, 4 to 10 p.m. 
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
Sunday, 1 to 9 p.m.  
 

The fee to skate is $10 for adults, $8 for children (age 12 and under) and $8 for active duty 
military and seniors (55+). The fee includes skate rentals. Group reservations are available for 20 
or more only from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Monday-Thursday.  

Main Street ICE will have special operating hours December 15 through January 2, from 12 to 9 
p.m. Monday through Thursday and noon to 10 p.m. on Friday.  

 

The rink will be closed on Christmas Day and will be open until 12 a.m. on New Year’s Eve.  

mailto:smbell@columbiasc.net
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Skate for $8 Specials 

Mondays 
Food Drive Night 
Support Harvest Hope Food Bank and bring 3 canned goods or non-perishable food items. 
 

Tuesdays 
Government Employee Appreciation Night 
Show your employee ID 
(Federal, State, City & County) 
 

Wednesdays 
Youth Group Night 
Bring your youth groups out for fellowship and fun. 
 

Thursdays 
College Night 
Show your college ID 
Represent your school and show your school spirit! 
 

For more information or to reserve your group reservations, please contact the City of Columbia 
Parks and Recreation Department at 803-545-3100.  

 

### 

 

 

Public Relations 

Public Relations, Marketing & Media Department 

1737 Main Street, Columbia, SC 29201 

Phone: 803-545-3020 

Fax: 803-343-8719 

ColumbiaSC.net 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

November 4, 2014 

Contact: Libby Gober at 803-545-3061 

 

Councilwoman Tameika Isaac Devine to Host Open House 

 

WHAT: City Councilwoman Tameika Isaac Devine will host her November Open House. 

 

WHO: Councilwoman Tameika Isaac Devine 

 

WHERE: City Hall, 1737 Main Street 

 

WHEN: Wednesday, November 12, 2014 from 5 - 8 p.m. 

 

For more information or to schedule an appointment, please call 803-545-3061. 

### 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Tuesday, November 4, 2014 
Contact: Public Relations, Marketing & Media @ 545-3020 
 
 

City of Columbia To Hold Draft Land Use Plan Open House 

What: Building on community input collected at the Plan Columbia Workshop in July, the City 
of Columbia has prepared a draft Land Use Plan. The public is invited to an open house 
to see the plan, share thoughts on the recommendations, and talk one on-one with the 
planning team. This is an opportunity for citizens to give input on the 
plan recommendations before City leadership considers formally adopting the plan.  

 

When:  Wednesday November 5, 2014 

 11 am – 2 pm 
 6 pm – 8 pm 

 

Format:  Open house.  Citizens should come during the time most convenient to them and view 
the material at their own pace.     

 

Where:  EdVenture Children’s Museum, 211 Gervais Street 

   The Canal Room (Lower Level – Entry at Facing Canal) 

 

More Information:      See attached PDF or visit www.weplantogether.org  

 

### 

http://www.weplantogether.org/
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Wednesday, November 5, 2014 

Contact: Public Relations, Marketing and Media at 545-3020 

 

 

 

Fire Chief Aubrey Jenkins Will be Recognized as Citizen of the Year by Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. 

Columbia Fire Chief Aubrey Jenkins will be recognized as Citizen of the Year by Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, 

Inc. on Nov. 9, 2014 from 6-8 p.m. at the Eau Claire Print Building, 3907 N. Main Street. Jenkins has been 

with the Columbia Fire Department for 35 years and has served as Chief for the past four years. 

Each year, the Omicron Phi Chapter of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. holds their annual Achievement 

Week Program where they recognize those who volunteer outside of Omega Psi Phi. This event is open 

to the public and light refreshments will be served. 

For more information, contact Public Relations, Marketing and Media at 545-3020. 

Public Relations 

Public Relations, Marketing & Media Department 

1737 Main Street, Columbia, SC 29201 

Phone: 803-545-3020 

Fax: 803-343-8719 

ColumbiaSC.net 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Wednesday, November 5, 2014 
Contact: Public Relations, Marketing & Media @ 545-3020 
 

City of Columbia To Hold Draft Land Use Plan Open House 

What: Building on community input collected at the Plan Columbia Workshop in July, the City 
of Columbia has prepared a draft Land Use Plan. The public is invited to an open house 
to see the plan, share thoughts on the recommendations, and talk one on-one with the 
planning team. This is an opportunity for citizens to give input on the 
plan recommendations before City leadership considers formally adopting the plan.  

 
When:  Wednesday November 5, 2014 

 11 am – 2 pm 
 6 pm – 8 pm 

 

Format:  Open house.  Citizens should come during the time most convenient to them and view 
the material at their own pace.     

Where:  EdVenture Children’s Museum, 211 Gervais Street 
   The Canal Room (Lower Level – Entry at Facing Canal) 

 

More Information:      See attached PDF or visit www.weplantogether.org  

 

### 

http://www.weplantogether.org/
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

November 5, 2014 

Contact: Libby Gober at 803-545-3061 

 

Councilman Cameron Runyan to Host Open House 

 

WHAT: City Councilman Cameron Runyan will host his November Open House. 

 

WHO: Councilman Cameron Runyan 

 

WHERE: Lourie Center, 1650 Park Circle, Columbia, SC 29201 

 

WHEN: Monday, November 17, 2014 from 5 - 7 p.m. 

 

For more information or to schedule an appointment, please call 803-545-3061. 

### 

 

 



21 
 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Wednesday, November 5, 2014 

Contact: Connie Lucius at 803-545-4268 

 

Breast Cancer Awareness Check Presentation Press Conference 

WHAT: The City of Columbia will present a check from the proceeds of t-shirt sales and the 2014 

Mayor’s Campaign Against Breast Cancer Isabel Law Breakfast to the Palmetto Health Foundation 

Bosom Buddies Fund. 

WHO: Mayor Benjamin, Police Chief Holbrook, Fire Chief Jenkins and City staff and officials. 

WHERE: City Council Chambers at 1737 Main Street, third floor 

WHEN:  Wednesday, November 12, 2014 at 2 p.m. 

For more information, please contact Connie Lucius at 803-545-4268 or cflucius@columbiasc.net. 

          

### 

 

Public Relations 

Public Relations, Marketing & Media Department 

1737 Main Street, Columbia, SC 29201 

Phone: 803-545-3020 

Fax: 803-343-8719 

ColumbiaSC.net 

 

mailto:cflucius@columbiasc.net
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Wednesday, November 5, 2014 

Contact: Marli Drum at 803-776-PETS 

 

Columbia Animal Services Offers Discounts on Senior Pets 

 

Throughout November, Columbia Animal Services is offering adoption specials for senior pets. Cats and 

dogs over 3 years old will be $20 and if the owner is 55 years or older, they’re free.  

 

November is Adopt a Senior Pet Month and Columbia Animal Services encourages people to consider 

adopting senior pets. For more information on adoption specials, visit Columbia Animal Services’ 

Facebook Page. 

 

 

 

### 

*Please see attached flyer 

 

 

Public Relations 

Public Relations, Marketing & Media Department 

1737 Main Street, Columbia, SC 29201 

Phone: 803-545-3020 

Fax: 803-343-8719 

ColumbiaSC.net 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Columbia-Animal-Services/147113838684835?ref=br_tf
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Columbia-Animal-Services/147113838684835?ref=br_tf
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Media Contact:  
Joey Wallace 

VP for Marketing and Communications  
803.748.7282 (office) 

803.553.0622 (cell) 
jwallace@uway.org 

 
 

CITY OF COLUMBIA, UNITED WAY HOLD JOINT PRESS CONFERENCE  
TO ANNOUNCE INCLEMENT WEATHER CENTER COLLABORATION 

 

What:               Press Conference 

Columbia City Manager Teresa Wilson, Mayor Steve Benjamin, United Way of the 
Midlands President and CEO Mac Bennett, Transitions CEO Craig Currey and Major 
Roger Coulson with The Salvation Army of the Midlands will address the media regarding 
inclement weather center operations and will be available to answer questions 
afterwards. 

 

Who:                Teresa Wilson, Columbia City Manager 
                        Mayor Steve Benjamin  

Mac Bennett, United Way of the Midlands President and CEO  
Craig Currey, Transitions CEO 
Major Roger Coulson, Salvation Army of the Midlands  

 

 
When:              Thursday, November 6, 2014 
                        4:30 p.m. 

 

Where:             Inclement Weather Center 
                        191 Calhoun Street 
 

### 

About the City of Columbia 

mailto:jwallace@uway.org
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Columbia, South Carolina was founded by the General Assembly in 1786. Columbia was South Carolina's 
first planned city. As the state capital and largest city, Columbia’s population has reached approximately 
129,276 (2010 U.S. Census). The City of Columbia works closely with neighborhood organizations to 
increase the lines of communications between neighborhoods and Columbia City Hall. The City of 
Columbia has approximately 2200 employees on staff. The City of Columbia is dedicated to providing the 
highest quality services to our citizens. 

Our Mission 

The City of Columbia’s mission is to provide bold leadership and exemplary services to advance the 
quality of life for everyone. 

 

Our Vision 

We Are Columbia…together we will build a world class city. 

 

About United Way of the Midlands 

United Way of the Midlands is the most organized, efficient and accountable system for investing in the 
community.  With over 90 certified partner agencies, United Way works to identify and respond to the 
critical human service needs of Calhoun, Fairfield, Lexington, Newberry, Orangeburg and Richland 
counties.  Funds are raised through workplace campaigns, grant writing and individual donations.  For 
more information, please visit www.uway.org.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.uway.org/


25 
 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
Thursday, November 06, 2014 
Contact: Shireese M. Bell at 803-760-9125 or smbell@columbiasc.net 
 

Register for City Hoops Instructional Basketball Program  

 

Registration for City Hoops, the City of Columbia Parks and Recreation Department’s 
instructional youth basketball program, is open for boys and girls ages 3 through 8. 

 

The program is an opportunity for youth to have fun and learn basketball fundamentals. 

 

The fee to participate is $25 per participant. Scholarships are available for those who qualify. 

 

The last day to register is November 14. The City Hoops clinics begin Monday, November 24, 
2014.  

 

Registration forms are available and can be submitted at any community recreation center or at 
the Parks and Recreation Administration Office at 1111 Parkside Drive, Columbia, SC 29203.  

 

To download a registration form, visit Parks & Recreation’s Athletics page online and click the 
“Instructional Sports” link. 

 

mailto:smbell@columbiasc.net
http://www.columbiasc.net/parks-recreation/athletics
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For more information, please call the City of Columbia Parks and Recreation Department at 803-
545-3100.  

### 

 

*Please see the attached flyer.  

 

 

Public Relations 

Public Relations, Marketing & Media Department 

1737 Main Street, Columbia, SC 29201 

Phone: 803-545-3020 

Fax: 803-343-8719 

ColumbiaSC.net 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Thursday, November 06, 2014 

Contact: Shireese M. Bell at 803-760-9125 or smbell@columbiasc.net       

 

City of Columbia Art Center to Host Annual Holiday Art Sale and Silent Auction to 
Benefit Creative Journey Project 

The City of Columbia Art Center will host its annual Holiday Art Sale and Silent Auction on 
Saturday, November 22, 2014, at the Earlewood Park Community Center. 

The Holiday Art Sale and Silent Auction is an opportunity for the community to view a variety 
of unique art pieces created by local artists. The event also will feature artwork from participants 
in the Creative Journey Program, Fort Jackson’s Exceptional Family Member Program and the 
Art Center’s Veterans Art Program.  

Proceeds from the event will benefit the Creative Journey Project.  

WHAT: City of Columbia Annual Holiday Art Sale and Silent Auction 

WHERE: Earlewood Park Community Center, 1113 Parkside Drive, Columbia, SC 29203 
WHEN: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday, November 22, 2014 
For more information, call Brenda Oliver at 803-545-3093. 

### 

 

Public Relations 

Public Relations, Marketing & Media Department 

1737 Main Street, Columbia, SC 29201 

Phone: 803-545-3020 

Fax: 803-343-8719 

ColumbiaSC.net 

mailto:smbell@columbiasc.net
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Thursday, November 06, 2014 
Contact: Shireese M. Bell at 803-760-9125 or smbell@columbiasc.net 
 

Special Events Planned to Celebrate Veterans Day in Columbia 
Veterans Day Parade and Statue Dedication Ceremony to be Held on November 11th 

 

Celebrate Veterans Day at the 36th Annual City of Columbia Veterans Day Parade on Tuesday, 
November 11, 2014. 

Known as one of the Southeast’s largest Veterans Day Parade, the event will kick off at 11 a.m. 
from the intersection of Sumter and Laurel streets, and travel southbound on Sumter Street 
ending at Pendleton Street near the State House. 

The Veterans Day Parade is hosted by City of Columbia Parks and Recreation and Blue Cross 
and Blue Shield of South Carolina. 

For more information about the Veterans Day parade, please call Kim Mitchell at 803-545-3100 
or visit www.columbiasc.net.  

The public is also invited to attend a sculpture dedication ceremony at 3 p.m. at Memorial Park, 
700 Hampton Street. Military and WWII vintage music from the Dick Goodwin Brass Quintet 
will begin at 2:30 p.m. 

A bronze statue honoring all South Carolinians who served in the United States Navy in WWII 
will be unveiled and dedicated on Veterans Day. The statue is a gift from Columbia native Henry 
W. Crede, 91, who now lives in Boston. The statute is in memory of Crede’s shipmates who 
were killed during the war. The sculpture of THE SAILOR was created by Camden artist Maria 
Kirby-Smith. 

 

mailto:smbell@columbiasc.net
http://www.columbiasc.net/
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U. S. Congressman James E. Clyburn will deliver the main address, and Columbia Mayor Pro 
Tem Brian DeQuincey Newman will accept the gift on behalf of the City and will present the 
Key to the City to Crede's grandson. 

For more information about the dedication ceremony in Memorial Park, please call Bud Ferillo, 
chairman of the S. C. Memorial Park Commission, at 803-413-6475. 

 

 

### 

 

*Please see the attached Veterans Day Parade flyer. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Media Contact:  
Joey Wallace 

VP for Marketing and Communications  
803.748.7282 (office) 

803.553.0622 (cell) 
jwallace@uway.org 

 

 

Inclement Weather Center Set to Open 

Center is a partnership between City of Columbia, Transitions and United Way of the 
Midlands  

 

Columbia, S.C. (November 6) – United Way of the Midlands, in partnership with Transitions, 

Salvation Army and the City of Columbia, will operate an Inclement Weather Center at 191 

Calhoun on nights that are expected to drop to 40 degrees or below between November 6 and 

April 1. 

“We’re pleased to work with the City of Columbia and other MACH (Midlands Area Consortium 

for the Homeless) partners to ensure our city’s homeless have shelter this winter,” said Mac 

Bennett, President and CEO of United Way of the Midlands. “We’ve already seen some record 

breaking weather this year, and it’s crucial that people have somewhere to go when 

temperatures drop below 40 degrees.”  

A decision to open the Center will be made daily at noon. To find out if the shelter will open on a 

particular night, call 2-1-1 or go to www.midlandshomeless.com 

“This partnership is so exciting because it allows us to leverage talent, expertise and resources 

from across Columbia to not just to shelter, but serve those among us who need it most,” said 

Mayor Steve Benjamin. “Homelessness isn’t just a neighborhood issue, a downtown issue, a 

business issue or a public safety issue. It’s not just about service providers or churches or even 

mailto:jwallace@uway.org
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city government. It’s about all of us. This is a community issue and I’m excited because after all 

the discussion and debate we’re ready to move forward, to meet this challenge as a community 

and to overcome it together.” 

Adult men and women who want to use the Center will be picked up at the City Transit station 

on Laurel and Sumter streets between 5:45 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. Guests will not register in 

advance. The Salvation Army will prepare hot meals for dinner in along with a small breakfast 

and services such as showers. The shelter will close every morning by 7:00 a.m. 

“My sincere thanks and appreciation are extended to all of our partners and to the staff at the 

City of Columbia for all of their work related to the opening of the Inclement Weather Center,” 

said City Manager Teresa Wilson. “I am proud of the commitment and dedication demonstrated 

by our team at the City and by those who represent our partner agencies.  This collaboration 

and partnership is a true example of how we can work together toward a common goal and 

implement a plan of action for a worthy cause.  As we move forward to officially open the 

Center, we will continue to work together to provide shelter and other resources to those who 

need assistance during periods of inclement weather.” 

How can I help? 

 Anyone wishing to volunteer to serve meals or donate food should contact Jennifer 

Lambert with Salvation Army at Jennifer.lambert@uss.salvationarmy.org or 

803.223.9969. 

 Anyone interested in volunteering in other capacities should contact John Dawkins with 

Transitions at jdawkins@transitionssc.org or 803.724.1089. 

 Anyone who would like to donate money can do so through the United Way of the 

Midlands website at www.uway.org. 

             

### 

About the City of Columbia 

Columbia, South Carolina was founded by the General Assembly in 1786. Columbia was South Carolina's first 

planned city. As the state capital and largest city, Columbia’s population has reached approximately 129,276 (2010 

U.S. Census). The City of Columbia works closely with neighborhood organizations to increase the lines of 

communications between neighborhoods and Columbia City Hall. The City of Columbia has approximately 2200 

employees on staff. The City of Columbia is dedicated to providing the highest quality services to our citizens. 

 

mailto:Jennifer.lambert@uss.salvationarmy.org
mailto:jdawkins@transitionssc.org
http://www.uway.org/
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Our Mission 

The City of Columbia’s mission is to provide bold leadership and exemplary services to advance the quality of life 

for everyone. 

 

Our Vision 

We Are Columbia…together we will build a world class city. 

 

About United Way of the Midlands 

United Way of the Midlands is the most organized, efficient and accountable system for investing in the 

community. With more than 85 certified partner agencies, United Way works to identify and respond to the critical 

human service needs of Calhoun, Fairfield, Lexington, Newberry, Orangeburg and Richland counties. Funds are 

raised through workplace campaigns, grant writing and individual donations. For more information, please visit 

www.uway.org.  
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Friday, November 7, 2014 

Contact: Public Relations, Marketing and Media at 545-3020 

Loan Committee Meeting Agenda 

See attached for the Loan Committee Meeting Agenda for Monday, November 10, 2014. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

November 7, 2014 

Contact: Libby Gober at 803-545-3061 

 

Councilwoman Tameika Isaac Devine to Host Open House 

 

WHAT: City Councilwoman Tameika Isaac Devine will host her November Open House. 

 

WHO: Councilwoman Tameika Isaac Devine 

 

WHERE: City Hall, 1737 Main Street 

 

WHEN: Wednesday, November 12, 2014 from 5 - 8 p.m. 

 

For more information or to schedule an appointment, please call 803-545-3061. 

### 
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For Immediate Release 

November 7, 2014 

Contact: Sara Hollar, Forestry and Beautification at 545-3860 

  

  

SCE&G To Perform Tree Trimming Activities As Scheduled for 2014 

   

SCE&G will perform tree trimming activities along overhead utility lines in the following neighborhoods 

for the next two weeks:  

Hampton-Wildcat Neighborhood 

Crosshill Neighborhood  

Hampton Ridge Neighborhood Association 

Heyward Park Neighborhood 

Hampton Hills Homeowners 

Meadowfield Neighborhood Association 

Kilbourne Park Neighborhood Association 

Heathwood Park Neighborhood 

Sherwood Forest Neighborhood 

Hampton Leas Neighborhood 

 

The trimming will be completed by SCE&G contractors and work will be closely monitored on a daily 

basis by the City’s 4 Certified Arborists from the Forestry and Beautification Division. 

The purpose of the trimming activities is to increase safety and reliability of the electric service.  SCE&G 

reports an 89% improvement in reliability in vegetation related outages in areas where trimming is 

completed compared to a year ago.  The trimming guidelines include removing vegetation within 8-12 

feet below and beside the power lines and up to 20 feet above the power lines.  

SCE&G and their contractors trim in accordance with International Society of Arboriculture guidelines, 

using ANSI A300 pruning methods leaving good cuts that will generate new growth.    

For more information about SCE&G’s tree trimming efforts, including helpful tips and suggestions 

regarding the planting of trees and other vegetation, visit www.sceg.com/treetrimming.            

You can also contact SCE&G’s 24 hour Customer Service Center toll-free at 1-800-251-7234 or email 

SCEGContactUs@SCANA.com 

http://www.sceg.com/treetrimming
mailto:SCEGContactUs@SCANA.com
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For continued updates from the city of Columbia follow us on Twitter @cityofcolumbia or “like” the City 

of Columbia on Facebook. 

 

### 

 

  

Related Links: 

Tree Trimming Neighborhood Maps 
VIDEO: Tree Trimming: Safety, Reliability and Healthy Trees 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://twitter.com/#!/CityofColumbia
https://www.facebook.com/pages/City-of-Columbia-Fan-Page/314017671871
https://www.facebook.com/pages/City-of-Columbia-Fan-Page/314017671871
http://www.columbiasc.net/forestry/tree-trimming
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pWgy26a2WT4&list=UUKBgxSsWeJ1ldT-XUSGzLBw&index=33
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Monday, November 10, 2014 

Contact: Connie Lucius at 803-545-4268 

 

Breast Cancer Awareness Check Presentation Press Conference 

WHAT: The City of Columbia will present a check from the proceeds of t-shirt sales and the 2014 

Mayor’s Campaign Against Breast Cancer Isabel Law Breakfast to the Palmetto Health Foundation 

Bosom Buddies Fund. 

WHO: Mayor Benjamin, Police Chief Holbrook, Fire Chief Jenkins and City staff and officials. 

WHERE: City Council Chambers at 1737 Main Street, third floor 

WHEN:  Wednesday, November 12, 2014 at 2 p.m. 

For more information, please contact Connie Lucius at 803-545-4268 or cflucius@columbiasc.net. 

 

                

### 

 

 

Public Relations 

Public Relations, Marketing & Media Department 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
November 10, 2014 
Contact: Libby Gober at 803-545-3061 
 

Councilwoman Tameika Isaac Devine to Host Open House 

WHAT: City Councilwoman Tameika Isaac Devine will host her November Open House. 

 

WHO: Councilwoman Tameika Isaac Devine 

 

WHERE: City Hall, 1737 Main Street 

 

WHEN: Wednesday, November 12, 2014 from 5 - 8 p.m. 

 

 

For more information or to schedule an appointment, please call 803-545-3061. 

 

### 

 

  



39 
 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Monday, November 10, 2014 

Contact: Shireese M. Bell at 803-760-9125 or smbell@columbiasc.net 

 

City Kicks Off Annual Martin Luther King Jr. Honor the Dream Food Drive 

 

The City of Columbia, Richland School District One and the Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Foundation 

have kicked off the annual Martin Luther King Jr. Honor the Dream Food Drive benefiting Harvest Hope 

Food Bank. The food drive ends January 2, 2015.  

The food drive is held each year to honor Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s legacy of community service. Some 

requested items include canned fruit and vegetables, dry goods and canned meats. 

The public can drop off donations at the following locations:  

 City of Columbia Art Center, 1932 Calhoun Street  
 City Hall, 1737 Main Street  
 Columbia Tennis Center, 1635 Whaley Street 
 Charles R. Drew Wellness Center, 2101 Walker Solomon Way 
 Earlewood Park, 1111 Parkside Drive 
 Emily Douglas Park, 2500 Wheat Street 
 James E. Clyburn Golf Center, 2091 Slighs Avenue 
 Greenview Park, 6700 David Street 
 Hampton Park, 117 Brandon Avenue 
 Heathwood Park, 800 Abelia Road 
 Hyatt Park, 950 Jackson Avenue 
 Katheryn M. Bellfield Booker Washington Heights Cultural Arts Center, 2611 Grant 

Street 
 Lorick Park, 1600 Lorick Avenue 
 Martin Luther King Jr. Park, 2300 Greene Street  
 Melrose Park, 1500 Fairvew Road 
 Pinehurst Park, 2300 Pinehurst Road 
 St. Anna’s Park, 1315 Liberty Hill Avenue 

mailto:smbell@columbiasc.net
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 Sims Park, 3500 Duncan Street  
 Woodland Park, 6500 Olde Knight Parkway 
 City Human Resources, 1225 Lady Street  
 Columbia Fire Department, 1800 Laurel Street 
 Columbia Police Department, 1 Justice Square 

For more information, please call the City of Columbia Parks and Recreation Department at 803-545-

3100. 

### 

*Please see the attached flyer 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Monday, November 10, 2014 
Contact: Shireese M. Bell at 803-760-9125 or smbell@columbiasc.net 
 

Special Events Planned to Celebrate Veterans Day in Columbia 
Veterans Day Parade and Statue Dedication Ceremony to be Held Tuesday 

 

Celebrate Veterans Day at the 36th Annual City of Columbia Veterans Day Parade tomorrow 
November 11, 2014. 

Known as one of the Southeast’s largest Veterans Day Parade, the event will kick off at 11 a.m. 
from the intersection of Sumter and Laurel streets, and travel southbound on Sumter Street 
ending at Pendleton Street near the State House. 

The Veterans Day Parade is hosted by City of Columbia Parks and Recreation and Blue Cross 
and Blue Shield of South Carolina. 

For more information about the Veterans Day parade, please call Kim Mitchell at 803-545-3100 
or visit www.columbiasc.net.  

The public is also invited to attend a sculpture dedication ceremony at 3 p.m. at Memorial Park, 
700 Hampton Street. Military and WWII vintage music from the Dick Goodwin Brass Quintet 
will begin at 2:30 p.m. 

A bronze statue honoring all South Carolinians who served in the United States Navy in WWII 
will be unveiled and dedicated on Veterans Day. The statue is a gift from Columbia native Henry 
W. Crede, 91, who now lives in Boston. The statute is in memory of Crede’s shipmates who 
were killed during the war. The sculpture of THE SAILOR was created by Camden artist Maria 
Kirby-Smith. 

U. S. Congressman James E. Clyburn will deliver the main address, and Columbia Mayor Pro 
Tem Brian DeQuincey Newman will accept the gift on behalf of the City and will present the 
Key to the City to Crede's grandson. 

mailto:smbell@columbiasc.net
http://www.columbiasc.net/
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For more information about the dedication ceremony in Memorial Park, please call Bud Ferillo, 
chairman of the S. C. Memorial Park Commission, at 803-413-6475. 

 

### 

 

*Please see the attached Veterans Day Parade flyer. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

November 11, 2014 

Contact: Libby Gober at 803-545-3061 

 

Councilman Cameron Runyan to Host Open House 

 

WHAT: City Councilman Cameron Runyan will host his November Open House. 

 

WHO: Councilman Cameron Runyan 

 

WHERE: Lourie Center, 1650 Park Circle, Columbia, SC 29201 

 

WHEN: Monday, November 17, 2014 from 5 - 7 p.m. 

 

For more information or to schedule an appointment, please call 803-545-3061. 

### 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Wednesday, November 12, 2014 

Contact: Connie Lucius at 803-545-4268 

 

Breast Cancer Awareness Check Presentation Press Conference 

 

WHAT: The City of Columbia will present a check from the proceeds of t-shirt sales and the 2014 

Mayor’s Campaign Against Breast Cancer Isabel Law Breakfast to the Palmetto Health Foundation 

Bosom Buddies Fund. 

WHO: Mayor Benjamin, Police Chief Holbrook, Fire Chief Jenkins and City staff and officials. 

WHERE: City Council Chambers at 1737 Main Street, third floor 

WHEN:  Today at 2 p.m. 

For more information, please contact Connie Lucius at 803-545-4268 or cflucius@columbiasc.net. 

                

### 

 

Public Relations 

Public Relations, Marketing & Media Department 
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ColumbiaSC.net 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
November 12, 2014 
Contact: Libby Gober at 803-545-3061 
 

Councilwoman Tameika Isaac Devine to Host Open House 

 

WHAT: City Councilwoman Tameika Isaac Devine will host her November Open House. 

WHO: Councilwoman Tameika Isaac Devine 

WHERE: City Hall, 1737 Main Street 

WHEN: Wednesday, November 12, 2014 from 5 - 8 p.m. 

For more information or to schedule an appointment, please call 803-545-3061. 

 

### 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
Wednesday, November 12, 2014 
Contact: Shireese M. Bell at 803-760-9125 or smbell@columbiasc.net 
 

Register for City Hoops Instructional Basketball Program  

Registration for City Hoops, the City of Columbia Parks and Recreation Department’s 
instructional youth basketball program, is open for boys and girls ages 3 through 8. 

The program is an opportunity for youth to have fun and learn basketball fundamentals. 

The fee to participate is $25 per participant. Scholarships are available for those who qualify. 

The last day to register is November 14. The City Hoops clinics begin Monday, November 24, 
2014.  

Registration forms are available and can be submitted at any community recreation center or at 
the Parks and Recreation Administration Office at 1111 Parkside Drive, Columbia, SC 29203.  

To download a registration form, visit Parks & Recreation’s Athletics page online and click the 
“Instructional Sports” link. 

For more information, please call the City of Columbia Parks and Recreation Department at 803-
545-3100.  

### 

Public Relations 

Public Relations, Marketing & Media Department 

1737 Main Street, Columbia, SC 29201 

Phone: 803-545-3020 

Fax: 803-343-8719 

ColumbiaSC.net 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Wednesday, November 12, 2014 

Contact: Shireese M. Bell at 803-760-9125 or smbell@columbiasc.net                       

 

City of Columbia Parks & Recreation, Junior League of Columbia to Hold Elmwood/Roy 
Lynch Park Community Meeting 

WHAT: The City of Columbia Parks & Recreation Department and the Junior League of 
Columbia invites the public to a community meeting on the design for Elmwood/Roy 
Lynch Park. The meeting will include a children’s design charette. 

 

WHERE: Logan Elementary School, 815 Elmwood Avenue  

 

WHEN: Thursday, November 13 from 5:30-7:30 p.m. 

 

For more information, please call the City of Columbia Parks & Recreation Department at 803-
545-3100. 

### 

 

Public Relations 

Public Relations, Marketing & Media Department 

1737 Main Street, Columbia, SC 29201 

Phone: 803-545-3020 

Fax: 803-343-8719 

ColumbiaSC.net 

mailto:smbell@columbiasc.net


48 
 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Friday, November 14, 2014 

Contact: Marli Drum at 803-776-PETS 

 

Community Cat Spay/Neuter Blitz 

Columbia Animal Services is partnering with The Animal Mission, The Humane Society of South Carolina, 

Pawmetto Lifeline, Pet’s Inc., Richland County Animal Care and Lexington County Animal Services on 

Dec. 4 and 5 for a cat spay/neuter blitz. This is a group effort to decrease the number of unwanted 

litters of kittens. The goal is to spay/neuter 300 cats during the two days.   

”Pet over-population is a community problem. As a community, we need to come together to solve this 

problem,” said Will Brennan, President, The Animal Mission. 

Citizens of Richland and Lexington Counties are asked to call one of the low cost clinics to make an 

appointment.  Each surgery will be free; however, there will be a small additional cost if vaccines or 

other services are needed.  All cats are welcomed: personal pets, strays and feral cats. 

 

### 
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For Immediate Release 

November 14, 2014 

Contact: Sara Hollar, Forestry and Beautification at 545-3860 

 

SCE&G To Perform Tree Trimming Activities As Scheduled for 2014 

SCE&G will perform tree trimming activities along overhead utility lines in the following neighborhoods 

for the next two weeks:  

Hampton-Wildcat Neighborhood 

Crosshill Neighborhood  

Hampton Ridge Neighborhood Association 

Heyward Park Neighborhood 

Hampton Hills Homeowners 

Meadowfield Neighborhood Association 

Kilbourne Park Neighborhood Association 

Heathwood Park Neighborhood 

Sherwood Forest Neighborhood 

Hampton Leas Neighborhood 

 

The trimming will be completed by SCE&G contractors and work will be closely monitored on a daily 

basis by the City’s 4 Certified Arborists from the Forestry and Beautification Division. 

The purpose of the trimming activities is to increase safety and reliability of the electric service.  SCE&G 

reports an 89% improvement in reliability in vegetation related outages in areas where trimming is 

completed compared to a year ago.  The trimming guidelines include removing vegetation within 8-12 

feet below and beside the power lines and up to 20 feet above the power lines.  

SCE&G and their contractors trim in accordance with International Society of Arboriculture guidelines, 

using ANSI A300 pruning methods leaving good cuts that will generate new growth.   

 For more information about SCE&G’s tree trimming efforts, including helpful tips and suggestions 

regarding the planting of trees and other vegetation, visit www.sceg.com/treetrimming. 

http://www.sceg.com/treetrimming
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You can also contact SCE&G’s 24 hour Customer Service Center toll-free at 1-800-251-7234 or email 

SCEGContactUs@SCANA.com 

For continued updates from the city of Columbia follow us on Twitter @cityofcolumbia or “like” the City 

of Columbia on Facebook. 

 

### 

 

  

Related Links: 

Tree Trimming Neighborhood Maps 
VIDEO: Tree Trimming: Safety, Reliability and Healthy Trees 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:SCEGContactUs@SCANA.com
http://twitter.com/#!/CityofColumbia
https://www.facebook.com/pages/City-of-Columbia-Fan-Page/314017671871
https://www.facebook.com/pages/City-of-Columbia-Fan-Page/314017671871
http://www.columbiasc.net/forestry/tree-trimming
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pWgy26a2WT4&list=UUKBgxSsWeJ1ldT-XUSGzLBw&index=33
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Friday, November 14, 2014 

Contact: Ron King at (803) 545-0280 

 

Community Development to Hold Start Fresh Financial Education Workshop 

 

WHAT: Learn the importance of banking, budgeting, saving and building your credit at City of Columbia’s 

Community Development Financial Education Workshop.  

WHERE: 1225 Lady Street on the second floor  

WHEN:  Saturday, November 15, 2014 from 9-11 a.m. 

An additional workshop will be held from 9-11 a.m. at 1225 Lady Street on Saturday, December 13, 2014 

For more information or to register, call 803.545.0280 or visit www.columbiasc.net. 

                

### 

*Please see attached flyer 
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For Immediate Release 

November 14, 2014 

Contact: Sara Hollar, Forestry and Beautification at 545-3860 

  

  

13th Annual Columbia Choice Award Winners   

The City of Columbia Tree & Appearance Commission and Columbia Green have chosen the winners of 

the 13th Annual Columbia Choice Awards.  The Choice Awards recognizes individuals, neighborhoods, 

businesses, developers, and organizations whose work has significantly enhanced the appearance and 

quality of life of in the City of Columbia.   

The following awards were presented at Columbia Green’s Annual meeting: 

 

New Construction/Site Development:  

Fort Jackson Chaplains Memorial 

10100 Lee Road, Columbia, SC  29207 

Property Owner:  US Army Chaplain Center and School 

Most Responsible:  Mark Schimmoeller, ASLA | Southern Vistas 

 

Renovation/Reuse: 

Toliver’s Mane Event 

3102 North Main Street, Columbia, SC  29203 

Property Owner:  Mr. Herbert Toliver 

Most responsible:  Cabra Construction 

 

Site Beautification Management: 

Colonial Life & Accident Insurance 

1200 Colonial Life Boulevard West, Columbia, SC 29210 

Property Owner:  Randy Horn 
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Most Responsible: Tom Bane and Heritage Landscape Services 

 

Education: 

Mitzi’s Memorial Garden 

Columbia College, 131 Columbia College Drive, Columbia, SC  29203 

Property Owner:  Columbia College 

Most Responsible:  John Long 

 

Neighborhood/Community: 

Property Owner:  City of Columbia 

Most Responsible:  Oakwood Court Neighborhood Assoc. 

 

Special Achievement: 

The Horseshoe at USC  

Sumter Street @ College Street 

Property Owner:  USC  

Most Responsible:  Tom Knowles, Asst. Director Landscaping & Environmental Services, and Charlie 

Ryan, and Kevin Curtis 

 

 

For information or photos contact the City of Columbia Forestry and Beautification department 
at (803)545-3860 or by emailing sehollar@columbiasc.net, or visit www.ColumbiaGreen.org. 
 

### 

 

 

 

mailto:sehollar@columbiasc.net?subject=2008%20Columbia%20Choice%20Awards
http://www.columbiagreen.org/about_columbia_green/annual_events/choice_awards/
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Friday, November 14, 2014 

Contact: Gerry Lynn Hall at 803.545.3950 

 

The City’s Office of Business Opportunities is Partnering with Local Businesses for Small Business 

Saturday 

 

The City of Columbia’s Office of Business Opportunities is partnering with local shopping districts for 

Small Business Saturday on Nov. 29. Citizens who shop in one of the seven designated districts and 

participate in #SelfieSaturday could win a $50 gift card.  

 

To participate, citizens must make a purchase from a small, locally-owned store or business, take a 

photo of themselves and or with the receipt and tweet it to @columbiaobo. 

 

The participating districts and points of contact are: 

•Devine Street: jennifersuber@sc.rr.com 

•Five Points: amybeth@fivepointscolumbia.com 

•Main St & City Center: info@citycentercolumbia.sc 

•North Columbia: info@northcolumbiabusinessassociation.com 

•Rosewood: rosewoodmerchants@gmail.com 

•Two Notch: jmcgraw00@yahoo.com 

•Vista: Sarah@vistacolumbia.com 

 

 

 

https://twitter.com/columbiaobo
mailto:jennifersuber@sc.rr.com
mailto:amybeth@fivepointscolumbia.com
mailto:info@citycentercolumbia.sc
mailto:info@northcolumbiabusinessassociation.com
mailto:rosewoodmerchants@gmail.com
mailto:jmcgraw00@yahoo.com
mailto:Sarah@vistacolumbia.com
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For more information, contact Gerry Lynn Hall at 803.545.3950. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Friday, November 14, 2014 

Contact: Office of the City Clerk at 803-545-3045 

City Council Agendas for November 18, 2014 

Please see attached for City Council Agendas for Tuesday, November 18, 2014. 

 

 Work Session at 2 p.m. 
 Council Meeting at 6 p.m. 
 Zoning Public Hearing at 7 p.m. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Friday, November 14, 2014 

Contact: Shireese M. Bell at 803-760-9125 or smbell@columbiasc.net 

 

Sims Park Playground Closed Due To Construction 

 

Until further notice, the playground area at Sims Park is closed to visitors, effective Friday, November 14 

in order for contractors to install new playground equipment, the City of Columbia Parks and Recreation 

Department announced. Sims Park is located at 3500 Duncan Street. 

The playground area is closed to allow for site preparation and installation. The old playground 

equipment has been removed and the installation of the new equipment will begin on Monday, 

November 24. The park’s neighborhood center will continue normal operating hours.  

For more information, please call the City of Columbia Parks and Recreation Department at 803-545-

3100. 

 

### 

 

 

 

Public Relations 

Public Relations, Marketing & Media Department 

1737 Main Street, Columbia, SC 29201 

Phone: 803-545-3020 

Fax: 803-343-8719 

ColumbiaSC.net 

mailto:smbell@columbiasc.net


58 
 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

November 17, 2014 

Contact: Libby Gober at 803-545-3061 

 

Councilman Cameron Runyan to Host Open House 

 

WHAT: City Councilman Cameron Runyan will host his November Open House. 

 

WHO: Councilman Cameron Runyan 

 

WHERE: Lourie Center, 1650 Park Circle, Columbia, SC 29201 

 

WHEN: Monday, November 17, 2014 from 5 - 7 p.m. 

 

For more information or to schedule an appointment, please call 803-545-3061. 

### 
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For Immediate Release 
November 17, 2014 

Contact: Public Relations, Marketing & Media, 803-545-3020                                             

 

City of Columbia Holiday Closings 

Garbage Collection Schedule Changes 

 

City of Columbia offices will be closed in observance of the following holidays: 

 

Thanksgiving 

 Thursday, November 27, 2014 
 Friday, November 28, 2014 

o Garbage/Recycling pickup scheduled for Thursday, November 27, 2014 will be 
rescheduled for Friday, November 28, 2014. 

o Garbage/Recycling pickup scheduled for Friday, November 28, 2014 will be 
rescheduled for Saturday, November 29, 2014. 
 

Christmas 

 Thursday, December 25, 2014 
 Friday, December 26, 2014 

o Garbage/Recycling pickup scheduled for Thursday, December 25, 2014 will be 
rescheduled for Friday, December 26, 2014. 

o Garbage/Recycling pickup scheduled for Friday, December 26, 2014 will be 
rescheduled for Saturday, December 27, 2014. 
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New Year’s Day 

 Thursday, January 1, 2015 
o Garbage/Recycling pickup scheduled for Thursday, January 1, 2015 will be 

rescheduled for Friday, January 2, 2015. 
o Garbage/Recycling pickup scheduled for Friday, January 2, 2015 will be 

rescheduled for Saturday, January 3, 2015. 

 

 

### 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Monday, November 17, 2014 

Contact: Office of the City Clerk at 803-545-3045 

Updated City Council Agendas for November 18, 2014 

Please see attached for updated City Council Agendas for Tuesday, November 18, 2014. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Tuesday, November 18, 2014 

Contact: Shireese M. Bell at 803-760-9125 or smbell@columbiasc.net       

 

Art Center to Host Annual Holiday Art Sale and Silent Auction  

The City of Columbia Art Center will host its annual Holiday Art Sale and Silent Auction on 
Saturday, November 22, 2014, at the Earlewood Park Community Center. 

The Holiday Art Sale and Silent Auction is an opportunity for the community to view a variety 
of unique art pieces created by local artists. The event also will feature artwork from participants 
in the Creative Journey Program, Fort Jackson’s Exceptional Family Member Program and the 
Art Center’s Veterans Art Program.  

Proceeds from the event will benefit the Creative Journey Project.  

WHAT: City of Columbia Annual Holiday Art Sale and Silent Auction 

WHERE: Earlewood Park Community Center, 1113 Parkside Drive, Columbia, SC 29203 

WHEN: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday, November 22, 2014 

For more information, call Brenda Oliver at 803-545-3093. 

### 

 

Public Relations 

Public Relations, Marketing & Media Department 

1737 Main Street, Columbia, SC 29201 

Phone: 803-545-3020 

Fax: 803-343-8719 

ColumbiaSC.net 

mailto:smbell@columbiasc.net


63 
 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Tuesday, November 18, 2014 

Contact: Shireese M. Bell at 803-760-9125 or smbell@columbiasc.net 

 

Art Center to Close for Christmas Break 

 

The Columbia Art Center located at 1928 Calhoun Street will be closed for a Christmas break from 

Monday, December 22, 2014, through Sunday, December 28, 2014. 

 

The center will reopen Monday, December 29, 2014, at 9 a.m. 

 

For more information, please call Brenda Oliver at 803-545-3093. 

 

### 

 

 

 

Public Relations 

Public Relations, Marketing & Media Department 

1737 Main Street, Columbia, SC 29201 

Phone: 803-545-3020 

Fax: 803-343-8719 

ColumbiaSC.net 

mailto:smbell@columbiasc.net


64 
 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Wednesday, November 19, 2014 

Contact: Gerry Lynn Hall at 803.545.3950 

 

The City’s Office of Business Opportunities is Partnering with Local Businesses for Small Business 

Saturday 

The City of Columbia’s Office of Business Opportunities is partnering with local shopping districts for 

Small Business Saturday on Nov. 29. Citizens who shop in one of the seven designated districts and 

participate in #SelfieSaturday could win a $50 gift card.  

To participate, citizens must make a purchase from a small, locally-owned store or business, take a 

photo of themselves and or with the receipt and tweet it to @columbiaobo. 

The participating districts and points of contact are: 

•Devine Street: jennifer@youreventstaff.com 
•Five Points: amybeth@fivepointscolumbia.com 

•Main St & City Center: info@citycentercolumbia.sc 

•North Columbia: info@northcolumbiabusinessassociation.com 

•Rosewood: rosewoodmerchants@gmail.com 

•Two Notch: jmcgraw00@yahoo.com 

•Vista: Sarah@vistacolumbia.com 

 

For more information, contact Gerry Lynn Hall at 803.545.3950 

Public Relations 

Public Relations, Marketing & Media Department 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

November 19, 2014 

Contact:  Public Relations, Marketing & Media, 803-545-3020 

 

City Offices To Close For Thanksgiving Holiday  

Garbage Collection Schedule Changes 

 

City of Columbia offices will be closed on Thanksgiving Day, Thursday, November 27, 

2014 and Friday, November 28, 2014.   

Garbage and recyclables regularly scheduled to be picked up on Thursday, November 

27th will be picked up on Wednesday, November 26th. Normal schedule will resume on 

Friday, November 29th.  

 

### 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Thursday, November 20, 2014 
Contact: Shireese M. Bell at 803-760-9125 or smbell@columbiasc.net 
 

City of Columbia’s Outdoor Ice Skating Rink Opens Thanksgiving Day 

 

Grab your family and friends, and head down to Boyd Plaza for the opening day of Main Street 
ICE! The City of Columbia’s outdoor ice skating rink, located at the corner of Main and 
Hampton streets, returns for another year of fun for the whole family. 

Main Street ICE opens Thanksgiving Day, November 27, from 5 to 10 p.m., and will remain 
open until January 19, 2015. Opening day price is $8. The rink will be open from 1 to 10 p.m. 
the day after Thanksgiving.  

The ice rink will be open seven days a week at the following hours of operation: 
Monday-Thursday, 4 to 9 p.m. 
Friday, 4 to 10 p.m. 
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
Sunday, 1 to 9 p.m.  
 

The fee to skate is $10 for adults, $8 for children (age 12 and under) and $8 for active duty 
military and seniors (55+). The fee includes skate rentals. Group reservations are available for 20 
or more only from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Monday-Thursday.  

Main Street ICE will have special operating hours December 15 through January 2, from 12 to 9 
p.m. Monday through Thursday and noon to 10 p.m. on Friday. Saturday and Sunday hours will 
remain the same.  

The rink will be closed on Christmas Day and will be open until 12 a.m. on New Year’s Eve.  

mailto:smbell@columbiasc.net
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Skate for $8 Specials 

Mondays 
Food Drive Night 
Support Harvest Hope Food Bank and bring 3 canned goods or non-perishable food items. 
 

Tuesdays 
Government Employee Appreciation Night 
Show your employee ID 
(Federal, State, City & County) 
 

Wednesdays 
Youth Group Night 
Bring your youth groups out for fellowship and fun. 
 

Thursdays 
College Night 
Show your college ID 
Represent your school and show your school spirit! 
 

For more information or to reserve your group reservations, please contact the City of Columbia 
Parks and Recreation Department at 803-545-3100.  

 

### 

 

*Please see the attached flyer 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

November 20, 2014 

Contact:  Connie Lucius at (803) 545-4268          

 

Advertisement of Vacancies for the City of Columbia Boards & Commissions 

 

The City of Columbia is seeking persons to serve on a variety of boards and 
commissions.  Participation is another way city residents can take part in their 
government.  Below is a list of boards and commissions that currently have vacancies.   

 

Board of Zoning Appeals Form Based Codes 
Seeking one (1) Landscape or Urban Planner. 

The City of Columbia is accepting applications for the Board of Zoning Appeals Form Based 
Codes. Applicant being sought must meet the following criteria- have expertise in landscape or 

urban planning. The purpose of the Board of Zoning Appeals Form Based Codes is to hear and 
decide appeals when it is alleged that there is an error in any order, requirement, decision or 
determination made the zoning administrator or the Consolidated Review Committee in the 
enforcement of the code when the property is governed by a form based code. Term – 3 years. 

 
Planning Commission 
Seeking one (1) Applicant. 

The purpose of this commission is to develop and maintain a continuing planning program 
which will benefit City of Columbia residents; to provide a mutual forum to identify, discuss, 
study and address local development issues and opportunities; to foster, develop and review 
policies, plans and priorities in order to insure orderly growth, development, conservation and 
preservation; to furnish technical assistance to city government and its agents; and to review 
and coordinate federal, state and local programs that have an impact on the city.  The 
Commission also advises City Council on annexations, zoning changes and approves 
subdivision plats/large development plans. 

Term – 3 years.  
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Deadline – Applications are due no later than December 11, 2014, 5 p.m. 
 

For applications and more information contact Connie Lucius at (803) 545-4268 or send a request to 
cflucius@columbiasc.net. You can also visit our website at https://columbiasc.gov/boards-commissions to 
download an application.  

### 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:cflucius@columbiasc.net?subject=Board%20and%20Commissions
https://columbiasc.gov/boards-commissions
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For Immediate Release 

November 21, 2014 

Contact: Sara Hollar, Forestry and Beautification at 545-3860 

 

SCE&G To Perform Tree Trimming Activities As Scheduled for 2014 

   

SCE&G will perform tree trimming activities along overhead utility lines in the following neighborhoods 

for the next two weeks:  

Hampton-Wildcat Neighborhood 

Crosshill Neighborhood  

Hampton Ridge Neighborhood Association 

Heyward Park Neighborhood 

Hampton Hills Homeowners 

Meadowfield Neighborhood Association 

Kilbourne Park Neighborhood Association 

Heathwood Park Neighborhood 

Sherwood Forest Neighborhood 

Hampton Leas Neighborhood 

St. Marks Woods Neighborhood Association 

South Meadowfield Neighborhood Association 

Yorkshire Neighborhood Association 

 

The trimming will be completed by SCE&G contractors and work will be closely monitored on a daily 

basis by the City’s 4 Certified Arborists from the Forestry and Beautification Division. 

The purpose of the trimming activities is to increase safety and reliability of the electric service.  SCE&G 

reports an 89% improvement in reliability in vegetation related outages in areas where trimming is 

completed compared to a year ago.  The trimming guidelines include removing vegetation within 8-12 

feet below and beside the power lines and up to 20 feet above the power lines.  



71 
 

SCE&G and their contractors trim in accordance with International Society of Arboriculture guidelines, 

using ANSI A300 pruning methods leaving good cuts that will generate new growth.   

 For more information about SCE&G’s tree trimming efforts, including helpful tips and suggestions 

regarding the planting of trees and other vegetation, visit www.sceg.com/treetrimming. 

You can also contact SCE&G’s 24 hour Customer Service Center toll-free at 1-800-251-7234 or email 

SCEGContactUs@SCANA.com 

For continued updates from the city of Columbia follow us on Twitter @cityofcolumbia or “like” the City 

of Columbia on Facebook. 

 

### 

 

  

Related Links: 

Tree Trimming Neighborhood Maps 
VIDEO: Tree Trimming: Safety, Reliability and Healthy Trees 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sceg.com/treetrimming
mailto:SCEGContactUs@SCANA.com
http://twitter.com/#!/CityofColumbia
https://www.facebook.com/pages/City-of-Columbia-Fan-Page/314017671871
https://www.facebook.com/pages/City-of-Columbia-Fan-Page/314017671871
http://www.columbiasc.net/forestry/tree-trimming
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pWgy26a2WT4&list=UUKBgxSsWeJ1ldT-XUSGzLBw&index=33
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Friday, November 21, 2014 

Contact: Office of the City Clerk at 803-545-3045 

City Council Committee Agenda 

City Council members will conduct an Arts and Historic Preservation Committee Meeting on Tuesday, 

November 25 at 9 a.m. Please see attached for the agenda. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Friday, November 21, 2014 

Contact: Zoning Division at 803-545-3333 

Planning Commission Draft Agenda 

The Planning Commission will conduct a meeting on Monday, Dec. 1 at 5:15 p.m. Please see attached for 

the draft agenda. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Saturday, November 22, 2014 

Contact: Shireese M. Bell at 803-760-9125 or smbell@columbiasc.net       

 

Art Center to Host Annual Holiday Art Sale and Silent Auction  

The City of Columbia Art Center will host its annual Holiday Art Sale and Silent Auction today, 
November 22, 2014, at the Earlewood Park Community Center. 

The Holiday Art Sale and Silent Auction is an opportunity for the community to view a variety 
of unique art pieces created by local artists. The event also will feature artwork from participants 
in the Creative Journey Program, Fort Jackson’s Exceptional Family Member Program and the 
Art Center’s Veterans Art Program.  

Proceeds from the event will benefit the Creative Journey Project.  

WHAT: Art Center’s Annual Holiday Art Sale and Silent Auction 
WHERE: Earlewood Park Community Center, 1113 Parkside Drive, Columbia, SC 29203 
WHEN: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m today, November 22, 2014 
 

### 

*Please see the attached flyer 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Monday, November 24, 2014 
Contact: Shireese M. Bell at 803-760-9125 or smbell@columbiasc.net 
 

Columbia Recognized for Achievements in Preventing Childhood Obesity through Let’s 
Move! Cities, Towns and Counties 

Columbia, SC – The National League of Cities (NLC) recognized the City of Columbia for 
achieving gold medals in all five Let’s Move! Cities, Towns and Counties (LMCTC) goal areas, 
which are based on achievements made to improve access to healthy, affordable food and 
promote physical activity for children and adults. This is the highest distinction a community can 
receive from the LMCTC initiative. The City of Columbia was recognized at NLC’s annual 
conference in Austin, Texas Thursday, November 20, 2014.  

The National League of Cities also recognized Councilwoman Tameika Isaac Devine for her 
“tenacious dedication to Let’s Move! Columbia and countless hours spent improving the health 
of residents in Columbia.”  

Devine was recognized in the “Most Dedicated Local Elected Official Award” category. 

“We applaud the City of Columbia for being at the forefront of a growing national movement to 
improve the health of children and families,” said NLC President Chris Coleman, Mayor of Saint 
Paul, Minn. “States and cities across the country have recently reported declines in childhood 
obesity rates. We are hopeful that these types of dedicated efforts will spread and allow us to 
make continued progress in reversing America’s epidemic of childhood obesity.” 

This year, the City of Columbia joins an elite group of 23 cities and counties that have earned 
five gold medals as a result of their leadership and dedication to ending childhood obesity and 
improving the health of their residents. In addition, six city leaders and two cities were honored 
for their overall efforts to prevent childhood obesity and improve the health of their residents.   

LMCTC is a major component of First Lady Michelle Obama’s comprehensive Let’s Move! 
initiative to ensure that kids can grow up healthy. LMCTC works closely with local elected 
officials nationwide to adopt policies that improve access to healthy affordable food and 
opportunities for physical activity for their constituents across five goal areas.  

mailto:smbell@columbiasc.net
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All LMCTC sites have the opportunity to earn up to five gold medals, one for each actionable 
goal to which they commit as part of the initiative. Medals are awarded to local elected officials 
based on their achievements in areas such as promoting healthy habits in early child care 
settings; increasing participation in meal programs before, during and after the school day and/or 
over the summer months; and increasing opportunities for physical activity. Since July 2012, 
NLC has awarded 2,056 bronze, silver, and gold medals to local elected officials across the 
country to recognize their LMCTC progress.  

“We’re beginning to turn the tide on childhood obesity in America’s communities, and we can’t 
stop now, especially when it comes to our work at the local level,” First Lady Michelle Obama 
said. “City and county officials have provided essential leadership for these efforts, and their 
innovative approaches and effective solutions can help ensure that all our children have a healthy 
start in life.” 

For more information about the cities, counties and individuals recognized, visit 
www.citiesspeak.org/2014/11/20/lets-move-achievements. 

NLC is working in partnership with the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, and 
with the support of the U.S. Department of Agriculture, the National Association of Counties and 
other nonprofit organizations to assist local elected officials who join LMCTC in implementing 
policy and environmental changes to prevent childhood obesity. The Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation has awarded NLC a grant to provide technical assistance to local elected officials 
working to create healthier communities and prevent childhood obesity, including those 
participating in LMCTC. 

For more information about LMCTC and Columbia’s accomplishments, visit 
www.HealthyCommunitiesHealthyFuture.org.  

 

### 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Monday, November 24, 2014 

Contact: Samantha Yager at 803-545-3803 

 

City Encourages Residents to Recycle Fried Turkey Used Cooking Oil 

Deep fried turkey is a delight on Thanksgiving, but disposing the three to five gallons of 

leftover oil is always a challenge. City of Columbia residents can recycle used cooking oil 

from Thanksgiving and every other day of the year through the City’s used cooking oil 

recycling program, Southern Fried Fuel. 

 

City of Columbia residents may drop off used cooking oil for recycling at the Public Works 

Facility, 2910 Colonial Drive, 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and 

Fridays. The facility will be closed on Thursday, November 27, 2014 for Thanksgiving.  

 

Cooking oil should be free of water, soap suds and food scraps, and should be transported 

in a clean, non-breakable, leak-proof container with a tight lid. 

 

Southern Fried Fuels not only provides residents with a convenient way to recycle used 

cooking oil, it also: 

 

1. Saves money associated with waste water maintenance: When used cooking 

oil is poured down the kitchen sink, it ultimately causes blockages, backups and over 

flows, which costs an average of $1.5 million and 4,500 staff hours. 

 

2. Helps air quality and the environment: The cooking oil collected through the City 

will be recycled to make biodiesel and help power the City fleet on a cleaner-burning, 

renewable fuel that produces 15 to 75 percent fewer greenhouse emissions than 

conventional fuel.  
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3. Benefits the local economy: Midlands Biofuels collects the used cooking oil and 

converts it into a Certified South Carolina product, keeping money in the Midlands 

and supporting local economies.   

 

For more information on the City’s used cooking oil recycling program, visit 

http://columbiasc.net/solid-waste/cooking-oil or call Solid Waste at 803-545-3800.  

 

### 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

November 24, 2014 

Contact:  Public Relations, Marketing & Media, 803-545-3020 

 

City Offices To Close For Thanksgiving Holiday  

Garbage Collection Schedule Changes 

City of Columbia offices will be closed on Thanksgiving Day, Thursday, November 27, 

2014 and Friday, November 28, 2014.   

 

Garbage and recyclables regularly scheduled to be picked up on Thursday, November 

27th will be picked up on Wednesday, November 26th. Normal schedule will resume on 

Friday, November 29th.  

 

### 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Monday, November 24, 2014 
Contact: Shireese M. Bell at 803-760-9125 or smbell@columbiasc.net 

 

City of Columbia’s Outdoor Ice Skating Rink Opens Thanksgiving Day 

 

Grab your family and friends, and head down to Boyd Plaza for the opening day of Main Street 
ICE! The City of Columbia’s outdoor ice skating rink, located at the corner of Main and 
Hampton streets, returns for another year of fun for the whole family. 

Main Street ICE opens Thanksgiving Day, November 27, from 5 to 10 p.m., and will remain 
open until January 19, 2015. Opening day price is $8. The rink will be open from 1 to 10 p.m. 
the day after Thanksgiving.  

The ice rink will be open seven days a week at the following hours of operation: 
 
Monday-Thursday, 4 to 9 p.m. 
Friday, 4 to 10 p.m. 
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
Sunday, 1 to 9 p.m.  
 

The fee to skate is $10 for adults, $8 for children (age 12 and under) and $8 for active duty 
military and seniors (55+). The fee includes skate rentals. Group reservations are available for 20 
or more only from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Monday-Thursday.  

Main Street ICE will have special operating hours December 15 through January 2, from 12 to 9 
p.m. Monday through Thursday and noon to 10 p.m. on Friday. Saturday and Sunday hours will 
remain the same.  

The rink will be closed on Christmas Day and will be open until 12 a.m. on New Year’s Eve. 

mailto:smbell@columbiasc.net
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Skate for $8 Specials 

Mondays 
Food Drive Night 
Support Harvest Hope Food Bank and bring 3 canned goods or non-perishable food items. 
 

Tuesdays 
Government Employee Appreciation Night 
Show your employee ID 
(Federal, State, City & County) 
 

Wednesdays 
Youth Group Night 
Bring your youth groups out for fellowship and fun. 
 

Thursdays 
College Night 
Show your college ID 
Represent your school and show your school spirit! 
 

For more information or to reserve your group reservations, please contact the City of Columbia 
Parks and Recreation Department at 803-545-3100.  

### 

*Please see the attached flyer 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Monday, November 24, 2014 

Contact: Gerry Lynn Hall at 803.545.3950 

 

The City’s Office of Business Opportunities is Partnering with Local Businesses for Small Business 

Saturday 

The City of Columbia’s Office of Business Opportunities is partnering with local shopping districts for 

Small Business Saturday on Nov. 29. Citizens who shop in one of the seven designated districts and 

participate in #SelfieSaturday could win a $50 gift card.  

To participate, citizens must make a purchase from a small, locally-owned store or business, take a 

photo of themselves and or with the receipt and tweet it to @columbiaobo. 

The participating districts and points of contact are: 

•Devine Street: jennifer@youreventstaff.com 
•Five Points: amybeth@fivepointscolumbia.com 

•Main St & City Center: info@citycentercolumbia.sc 

•North Columbia: info@northcolumbiabusinessassociation.com 

•Rosewood: rosewoodmerchants@gmail.com 

•Two Notch: jmcgraw00@yahoo.com 

•Vista: Sarah@vistacolumbia.com 

For more information, contact Gerry Lynn Hall at 803.545.3950. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
November 24, 2014 
Contact: Michael Wukela, Office of the Mayor  

 

Mayor Benjamin calls for applicants for the Columbia Youth Commission 

Columbia, S.C. – Mayor Benjamin and City Council have just kicked off the application process 
for the spring session of the Columbia Youth Commission. For the third consecutive year, the 
City of Columbia will be selecting students for this program in order to provide leadership and 
improve youth services around the community. The Columbia Youth Commission is a service 
program for local high school students between the ages 14 and 18.  

The purpose of the Columbia Youth Commission is to encourage youth involvement in the 
community, enhance leadership skills and vocalize the ideas and concerns of our City’s youth. 
The mission of this program is to provide civic participation and involvement in the community 
while promoting positive activities and opportunities for youth in Columbia. 

The City of Columbia strongly encourages applicants throughout the region. If selected, the 
students will have opportunities to network within their municipal government and with 
community leaders. 

This program is not only about what our applicants can do for the City of Columbia, but how the 
City of Columbia can better serve them and their peers. The youth in our community are a vital 
part of our community. 

Note:    

Applications can be submitted immediately. The deadline for applications is December 15, 
2015. The application can be found on the City of Columbia website 
(http://www.columbiasc.net/mayor/get-involved/youth-commission). In addition to filling out an 
application, the student must also provide a letter of recommendation. 

http://www.columbiasc.net/mayor/get-involved/youth-commission
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

November 25, 2014 

Contact:  Public Relations, Marketing & Media, 803-545-3020 

 

City Offices To Close For Thanksgiving Holiday  

Garbage Collection Schedule Changes 

 

City of Columbia offices will be closed on Thanksgiving Day, Thursday, November 27, 

2014 and Friday, November 28, 2014.   

 

Garbage and recyclables regularly scheduled to be picked up on Thursday, November 

27th will be picked up on Wednesday, November 26th. Normal schedule will resume on 

Friday, November 28th.  

 

### 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Wednesday, November 26, 2014 

Contact: Gerry Lynn Hall at 803.545.3950 

 

The City’s Office of Business Opportunities is Partnering with Local Businesses for Small Business 

Saturday 

The City of Columbia’s Office of Business Opportunities is partnering with local shopping districts for 

Small Business Saturday on Nov. 29. Citizens who shop in one of the seven designated districts and 

participate in #SelfieSaturday could win a $50 gift card.  

To participate, citizens must make a purchase from a small, locally-owned store or business, take a 

photo of themselves and or with the receipt and tweet it to @columbiaobo. 

The participating districts and points of contact are: 

•Devine Street: jennifer@youreventstaff.com 
•Five Points: amybeth@fivepointscolumbia.com 

•Main St & City Center: info@citycentercolumbia.sc 

•North Columbia: info@northcolumbiabusinessassociation.com 

•Rosewood: rosewoodmerchants@gmail.com 

•Two Notch: jmcgraw00@yahoo.com 

•Vista: Sarah@vistacolumbia.com 

 

For more information, contact Gerry Lynn Hall at 803.545.3950. 

Public Relations 
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1737 Main Street, Columbia, SC 29201 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Wednesday, November 26, 2014 
Contact: Shireese M. Bell at 803-760-9125 or smbell@columbiasc.net 
 

City of Columbia’s Outdoor Ice Skating Rink Opens Thanksgiving Day 

Grab your family and friends, and head down to Boyd Plaza for the opening day of Main Street 
ICE! The City of Columbia’s outdoor ice skating rink, located at the corner of Main and 
Hampton streets, returns for another year of fun for the whole family. 

Main Street ICE opens Thanksgiving Day, November 27, from 5 to 10 p.m., and will remain 
open until January 19, 2015. Opening day price is $8. The rink will be open from 1 to 10 p.m. 
the day after Thanksgiving.  

The ice rink will be open seven days a week at the following hours of operation: 
 
Monday-Thursday, 4 to 9 p.m. 
Friday, 4 to 10 p.m. 
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
Sunday, 1 to 9 p.m.  
 
The fee to skate is $10 for adults, $8 for children (age 12 and under) and $8 for active duty 
military and seniors (55+). The fee includes skate rentals. Group reservations are available for 20 
or more only from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Monday-Thursday.  

Main Street ICE will have special operating hours December 15 through January 2, from 12 to 9 
p.m. Monday through Thursday and noon to 10 p.m. on Friday. Saturday and Sunday hours will 
remain the same.  

The rink will be closed on Christmas Day and will be open until 12 a.m. on New Year’s Eve.  

 

mailto:smbell@columbiasc.net
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Skate for $8 Specials 
Mondays 
Food Drive Night 
Support Harvest Hope Food Bank and bring 3 canned goods or non-perishable food items. 
 

Tuesdays 
Government Employee Appreciation Night 
Show your employee ID 
(Federal, State, City & County) 
 

Wednesdays 
Youth Group Night 
Bring your youth groups out for fellowship and fun. 
 

Thursdays 
College Night 
Show your college ID 
Represent your school and show your school spirit! 
 

For more information or to reserve your group reservations, please contact the City of Columbia 
Parks and Recreation Department at 803-545-3100.  

 

### 

*Please see the attached flyer 

 

 

 

Public Relations 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Wednesday, November 26, 2014 

Contact: Shireese M. Bell at 803-760-9125 or smbell@columbiasc.net                       

 

City of Columbia Parks & Recreation to Hold Community Meeting on Owens Field Park Master Plan 

WHAT: The City of Columbia Parks & Recreation Department invites the public to a community meeting 

on the master plan for Owens Field Park. The meeting is an opportunity for the community to 

share their opinions, concerns and ideas as the department develops a master plan for Owens 

Field Park. 

 

WHERE: L.B. Owens Airport, 1400 Jim Hamilton Boulevard  

 

WHEN: Wednesday, December 3, 2014, from 6-8 p.m. 

For more information, please call the City of Columbia Parks & Recreation Department at 803-545-3100. 

 

### 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Wednesday, November 26, 2014 

Contact: Shireese M. Bell at 803-760-9125 or smbell@columbiasc.net 

 

Sims Park Playground Closed Due To Construction 

New Equipment Installation Begins in December 

Until further notice, the playground area at Sims Park is closed to visitors, effective Friday, November 14 

in order for contractors to install new playground equipment, the City of Columbia Parks and Recreation 

Department announced. Sims Park is located at 3500 Duncan Street. 

The playground area is closed to allow for site preparation and installation. The old playground 

equipment has been removed and the installation of the new equipment will begin in December. The 

park’s neighborhood center will continue normal operating hours.  

For more information, please call the City of Columbia Parks and Recreation Department at 803-545-

3100. 

 

### 

 

 

Public Relations 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Wednesday, November 26, 2014 

Contact: Zoning Division at 803-545-3333 

Board of Zoning Appeals Draft Agenda 

The Board of Zoning Appeals will conduct a meeting on Tuesday, December 9 at 10 a.m. Please see 

attached for the draft agenda. 

 

Past agendas and the approved minutes of previous meetings can also be found here: 

www.columbiasc.gov/planning-boards-commissions/boza/agendas-minutes. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Wednesday, November 26, 2014 

Contact: Zoning Division at 803-545-3333 

Planning Commission Draft Agenda 

The Planning Commission will conduct a meeting on Monday, Dec. 1 at 5:15 p.m. Please see attached for 

the updated draft agenda. Past agendas and the approved minutes of previous meetings can also be 

found here: www.columbiasc.gov/planning-boards-commissions/pc/agendas. 

 

*Please be aware that City of Columbia offices will be closed on Thursday and Friday of this week 

(November 27 & 28) in observance of Thanksgiving. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

November 26, 2014 

Contact: Office of the City Clerk at 803-545-3045 

City Council Meeting Agendas for December 2, 2014 

Please see the attached City Council Meeting Agendas for December 2, 2014. 

 

 

Public Relations 

Public Relations, Marketing & Media Department 

1737 Main Street, Columbia, SC 29201 

Phone: 803-545-3020 

Fax: 803-343-8719 

ColumbiaSC.net 

 

 

 

 

 



93 
 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Thursday, November 27, 2014 
Contact: Shireese M. Bell at 803-760-9125 or smbell@columbiasc.net 
 

Main Street ICE Opens Thanksgiving Day 

Grab your family and friends, and head down to Boyd Plaza today for the opening of Main 
Street ICE! The City of Columbia’s outdoor ice skating rink, located at the corner of Main and 
Hampton streets, returns for another year of fun for the whole family. 

Main Street ICE opens today, November 27, from 5 to 10 p.m., and will remain open until 
January 19, 2015. Opening day price is $8. The rink will be open from 1 to 10 p.m. the day after 
Thanksgiving.  

The ice rink will be open seven days a week at the following hours of operation: 
Monday-Thursday, 4 to 9 p.m. 
Friday, 4 to 10 p.m. 
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
Sunday, 1 to 9 p.m.  
 
The fee to skate is $10 for adults, $8 for children (age 12 and under) and $8 for active duty 
military and seniors (55+). The fee includes skate rentals. Group reservations are available for 20 
or more only from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Monday-Thursday.  

Main Street ICE will have special operating hours December 15 through January 2, from 12 to 9 
p.m. Monday through Thursday and noon to 10 p.m. on Friday. Saturday and Sunday hours will 
remain the same.  

The rink will be closed on Christmas Day and will be open until 12 a.m. on New Year’s Eve.  

 

 

mailto:smbell@columbiasc.net
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Skate for $8 Specials 
 
Mondays 
Food Drive Night 
Support Harvest Hope Food Bank and bring 3 canned goods or non-perishable food items. 
 
Tuesdays 
Government Employee Appreciation Night 
Show your employee ID 
(Federal, State, City & County) 
 

Wednesdays 
Youth Group Night 
Bring your youth groups out for fellowship and fun. 
 

Thursdays 
College Night 
Show your college ID 
Represent your school and show your school spirit! 
 

For more information, please visit www.columbiasc.net. 

 

### 

*Please see the attached flyer 
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