
Tune in to City Talk today on WGCV 

620 AM from 5 - 6 p.m. to hear:  

5:00 p.m. 

Guest: Sabrina Odom, Executive Director of North Columbia Business      

Association (NCBA) 

Topic: NCBA Small Business Week 

 

5:20 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.  

Guest: Darrin Thomas, President of Black Pages USA    

Topic: 2014 Black Expo  

 
 

In lieu of the annual Mayor’s Lets Move! Easter Egg Hunt, which 

was canceled due to rain, the Let’s Move! “End of School Bask” will 
be held on Saturday, May 31, 2014 from 2-5 p.m. at the Drew 

Wellness Center Greenway.  
 

This free event will feature a community cookout, scavenger hunt, 
line dancing, face painting, exhibiters, prizes, games, music and 

more.  
 

There will also be a “Meet, Greet and Play” with former Gamecock 
football and NFL players.  

 
Mayor Steve Benjamin, First Lady DeAndrea Benjamin, Bethany 

and Jordan Grace and the city community will all be in attendance.  

COUNCIL MEETING 

DATE 

 

TYPE OF MEETING 

  

DEADLINES FOR  

AGENDA ITEMS 

May 13 

ARTS & HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

COMMITTEE / SPECIAL CALLED 

MEETING  

 

May 20 
 WORK SESSION / COUNCIL MEET-

ING / ZONING PUBLIC HEARING 
May 16 

 Members of the Columbia City Council will conduct an Arts & His-

toric Preservation Committee Meeting at 9 a.m. on Tuesday, May 

13, 2014 at City Hall, 1737 Main Street.  

 The Columbia City Council will conduct a Special Called Meeting at 

11 a.m. on Tuesday, May 13, 2014 at City Hall, 1737 Main 

Street.  

 The Columbia City Council will conduct a Work Session on Tues-

day, May 20, 2014 at 2 p.m. at City Hall, 1737 Main Street. 

 The Columbia City Council will conduct a meeting/Zone Public 

Hearing on Tuesday, May 20, 2014 at 6 p.m. at City Hall, 1737 

Main Street. 

For additional information regarding the City Council meetings, 

contact the Office of the City Clerk at 803-545-3045. 

CITY COUNCIL INFORMATION 

ART CENTER SEEKS VOLUNTEERS 

The City of Columbia Parks and Recreation Art Center is currently 

seeking volunteers to help with Creative Journey, a program designed 
to provide art resources to local military members.     

 

Artists that are skilled in working with various forms of art are also 
needed to help guide the participants through activities that assist in 

providing enjoyment.  

 

Orientation will be held on Monday, May 12, 2014 at Edisto Discovery 
Park, located at 1914 Wiley St., from 6-7:30 p.m. Orientation is re-

quired for all artists and volunteers. Orientation will be conducted by 
representatives from Fort Jackson. 

 

For more information on Creative Journey or volunteering, please con-
tact Brenda Oliver at bloliver@columbiasc.net or call 803-545-3093. 

NORTH COLUMBIA BUSINESS ASSOCIATION 

SMALL BUSINESS WEEK 

The North Columbia Business Association is celebrating Small Business 

Week in North Columbia. The following events will be held: 

 

Monday, May 12th  

A special press conference was held to kickoff Small Business Week at 

10 a.m. at Vino Garage, located on 2327 Main Street.   

 

Tuesday, May 13th 12:00 Noon—7:00 PM  

Join us for a drop in at Rose of Sharon Gift Shop, located on 3315 Main 

Street for networking and see all Rose of Sharon Gift Shop has to offer. 
Shop neat gifts for Father’s Day!  

 

Wednesday, May 14th 11 AM– 2:00 PM  

Join us at Professional Tire and Radiator Service, located on 3525 North 
Main Street for special giveaways. Win a free oil change! We will host a 

special guest speaker.  

 

Thursday, May 15th 8:30 AM  

Join us for Coffee Talk at the NCBA, located on 1013 Duke Avenue 
(corner of Duke and Arlington) with a special guest speaker. All business 

owners are invited to attend.  

 

Friday, May 16th 10 AM –6PM  

Join us during the day for fresh samples of gourmet popcorn at 2860 N. 

Main Street.  

 

Saturday, May 17th– 5:00—7:00 pm  

Join us in the evening at Vino Garage for a networking social.  

 

For more information, contact Sabrina Odom at 803-331-2931. 

OBO SMALL BUSINESS CONFERENCE 

The City of Columbia Office of 

Business Opportunities will host 
its second annual Small Business 

Week Conference on Wednesday, 
May 14, 2014 from 9 a.m. to 2 

p.m. at the Columbia Metropolitan 
Convention Center, located at 

1101 Lincoln St. 

 

Dr. Louis B. Lynn, president of ENVIRO Ag Science, is this year’s key-
note speaker. Dr. Lynn established ENVIRO Ag Science, Inc. in 1985, 

which has become the largest African-American owned landscape firm 
in South Carolina. Other construction projects on his résumé include 

the Columbia Metropolitan Convention Center, the University of South 
Carolina Colonial Center and BMW Manufacturing.  

 

The topics for this year’s conference include:  

 

 Ways to Secure a Contract with the  City of Columbia 

 Free and Low Cost Technology Resources  

 Business Creation and Sustainability for Women-Owned Businesses 

 Benefits of Membership with the Greater Columbia Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

Registration can be found online at Eventbrite.com or at 
www.columbiasc.net/obo. Tickets are $25 and those interested in 

sponsorships should contact Tonya Porter-Deberry at tpdeber-
ry@columbiasc.net or 803-545-3950. For more information, please 

contact the Office of Business Opportunities at 803-545-3950 or visit 
www.columbiasc.net/obo.  

COLUMBIA ANIMAL SERVICES LAUNCHES ANIMAL 

CRUELTY AWARENESS CAMPAIGN 

    

The Water Environment Association of South 

Carolina has awarded William “Bill” Davis, 
Wastewater Engineer for the City of Columbia, 

with their annual Engineer of the Year Award.  

 

The Engineer of the Year Award is awarded to 
an engineer working in one of the following ar-

eas: consulting, municipal or industry, who is 
responsible for the design of a facility, or has 

demonstrated excellence, by managing, direct-
ing, operating, education, research or pollution 

prevention on a project in the field of 
wastewater collection, treatment, or residual 

management.  

 

In 2010, Davis became the first Wastewater 

Engineer for the City of Columbia.  His current 
duties include: Oversight of the City’s wastewater collection and treatment 

system, which contains 1,100 miles of sewer lines, 56 pump stations, and 
a 60 MGD WWTP.  He is also the Clean Water 2020 Program Director.  

 

Bill Davis holds an Associate’s Degree in Engineering Graphics from Mid-

lands Technical College and Bachelor’s Degree in Civil Engineering from 
the University of South Carolina.  He is a professional engineer in South 

Carolina and Georgia. He has been working in the water and sewer indus-
try since 1988.   

 

The Water Environment Association of South Carolina (WEASC) is made up 

of a community of professionals who protect the state’s water environment 
so that this most precious resource can be preserved for generations to 

come. WEASC serves more than 3,000 members across 10 districts 

throughout our state. WEASC is also affiliated with the Water Environment 
Federation, which is composed of affiliates and members throughout the 

world. The purpose of WEASC is to serve those whose vocation is the pro-
motion, protection and preservation of the water environment. And, by ex-

tension, to serve all those who enjoy the waters of South Carolina for rec-
reation or refreshment. 

On Monday, May 5, at a press con-

ference held in City Hall Council 
Chambers, Mayor Steve Benjamin 

and J.T. McLawhorn, president and 
CEO of the Columbia Urban League, 

discussed a water bill insert check off 
program in support of the Columbia 

Urban League’s Summer Work Expe-
rience Leadership Program (SWELP).  

 

"We're very excited about this initia-

tive and we hope everyone will par-
ticipate," said Mayor Benjamin. "This 

is about making a difference, saving 
lives, building our workforce and se-

curing the future. All you have to do is check the box." 

 

The initiative will allow citizens to donate funds to support SWELP through a 

check off process on the City’s water bills. Columbia water customers will 
begin seeing these inserts this week.  

 

Customers will receive a pledge card in the monthly water bill. The water ac-

count customer can select a donation amount, sign the card and return to the 
Customer Care Center. The donation amount will be reflected on the monthly 

water bill. 

 

SWELP is an evidence-based, best-practice career development program for 
youth ages 14-19. SWELP provides 250-275 youth valuable work experience 

that helps foster a strong work ethic and self-esteem.  

 

The purpose of this program is to provide primarily disadvantaged youth with 

summer work experience in an effort for them to gain the necessary funda-
mental skills they will need to ensure future employment opportunities.  

 

In order to be eligible to participate in the program, interested youth must 

complete a SWELP application, which are available at the Columbia Urban 
League through May 31, 2014.  

 

For more information on SWELP, please contact the Columbia Urban League 

at 803-799-8150 or visit www.columbiaurbanleague.org.  

Each year dozens of dogs just like 

this one find their way to the Colum-
bia Animal Shelter. Some as strays, 

some removed from previous owners 
for cruelty, some turned in by owners 

who can no longer care for them. 

 

They have all suffered from starva-
tion, neglect and even cruelty. 

Though we receive dozens each year, 
there are far more that continue to 

suffer somewhere in our community 
that we never hear about. 

 

We are asking for your help. If you 

know of a dog, a cat or any animal 

that is suffering, please contact your local animal control so the 
situation can be addressed. Perhaps it’s your neighbor’s dog, one 

you see on your way to work or running errands. Whatever the 
case, we often have no way of knowing where these animals are 

unless a member of the community informs us. We often count on 
the community to be our eyes and ears when it comes to cruelty 

cases and anonymous calls are always welcome. 

 

In many cases we find that simple education and a few adjust-
ments in the animal’s environment is all that is needed. In others 

cases we find that conditions are more serious and the appropriate 
steps are taken. In all cases, just having the opportunity to take a 

look can mean the difference in a healthy life or one of neglect and 
starvation and sadly for some even death. 

We need the community help and ask that if you know of a pet in 

need, please call and report it so we can prevent even more suffer-
ing . 

Be Their Voice! Report Animal 

Cruelty to:  

Columbia Animal Services 

127 Humane Lane, Columbia, SC 29209 

803-776-7387 

animal@columbiasc.net  

Bringing together organizations designed to 

help raise successful young black men, the 
17th annual Columbia Black Expo will take 

place at the Colonial Life Arena Saturday, May 
17 at 10 a.m.–7 p.m. 

 

Activist, Author and Radio & TV Personality Michael Baisden will host 

the BMS along with Hip Hop Artist, Actor and Host Bow Wow.  The in-
formative panel discussion will include an audience Q&A session and 

resource guide for each attendee, outlining the services and contact 
information for each group represented.   

 

The City of Columbia is using the BMS as a kick off for its Center for 

Black Male Achievement, which is in conjunction with President 
Obama’s “My Brother’s Keeper” initiative. Black Expo President Darrin 

Thomas believes it’s imperative to empower families, single parents 

and provide communities with the tools to raise successful black 
males.   

 

There will be a performance by OMG Girls and appearances by Hip Hop 

Pioneers Kool Moe Dee and Big Daddy Kane and Actor Jay Ellis. Addi-
tionally, there will be hundreds of vendors, seminars, live music, a 

Health and Wellness Fair, a Kids Zone, a Money Machine, a Greek Vil-
lage and food.  

 17th Annual Columbia Black Expo Schedule of Events 
 

 Mon.   May 12, 2014 Young, Black and Talented  6-9 p.m.  SOCO-823 Gervais St  
                                         Panel discussion and networking  
 
 Tues.   May 13, 2014  Power of Praise   7-9:30 p.m.  FROG Lounge -7201 Parklane 
                                      Youth and young adult praise performances 
 
Sat.   May 17, 2014  Black Male Summit   12-2 p.m.  Colonial Life Arena 
                                       
 
Visit the City of Columbia exhibition booths on Saturday, May 17. There will be special book signings 
with Michael Baisden and Rose Rock ( mother of Chris Rock).  See the list of booth locations below:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For more information on the 17th Annual Columbia Black Expo, call the office at 803-254-6404 or visit 
BlackExpoSouth.com.  

CITY OF COLUMBIA WASTEWATER ENGINEER 

NAMED ENGINEER OF THE YEAR 

CITY OF COLUMBIA CONTINUES SUCCESS OF  

FIRST YOUTH EMPOWERMENT INITIATIVE  

The City of Columbia launched the Youth 

Empowerment initiative during the month 
of April to bring together more resources 

for the community’s youth. Due to the 
success experienced during April, the City 

has announced that the Youth Empower-
ment Network Initiative will continue into 

the summer months in order to expand 
the network and help share information 

with youth, parents and guardians. 

 

The initiative includes the creation of the Youth Empowerment Net-
work, a cohesive resource available to youth and families that gives 

them access to events, activities and organizations within the commu-
nity. The network includes a calendar of events for the spring and 

summer months that lists safe and fun activities for youth of all ages to 

enjoy.  

 

“Youth Empowerment Month and the Youth Empowerment Network are 
two new initiatives that launched in order to develop a more cohesive 

focus on youth programs and organizations in our community,” Coun-
cilwoman Tameika Isaac Devine stated. “Parents are always looking for 

positive outlets for their children and the needs are increasing. We 
want to start building a network that will provide resources and infor-

mation for parents, guardians and youth on a year-round basis.”  

 

The Youth Empowerment Network also includes a database of youth 
organization contacts, youth advocacy group contacts and more. The 

network will provide updates to these youth groups about programs 
and other initiatives in Columbia through the summer. The groups are 

also able to share information about their public events through the 

network.  

 

“Due to the positive responses we have received, we want to keep the 
momentum going and extend the Youth Empowerment Network Initia-

tive into the summer. Summer is a time when parents are desperately 
seeking positive activities for their kids, and we want them to know 

that the City of Columbia is here to help,” Devine commented.  

For more information about the Youth Empowerment Month calendar, 

to submit information or to be added to the Youth Empowerment Net-
work please contact Dana Jennings at dljennings@columbiasc.net.  

 
Click the following links to view the Guidelines and Youth Empower-

17TH ANNUAL COLUMBIA BLACK EXPO FEATURES 

BLACK MALE SUMMIT 

The "Paycheck to Paycheck” Columbia Premiere: Financial Status of 

Women Forum Series scheduled for Thursday, May 15 has been can-
celed. 

Columbia Animal Services and the Animal 

Mission will partner for Fill the Red Truck 
fundraiser benefiting local animal shelters. 

The red truck will be located in Shandon on 
the corner of Heyward and Holly May 17 and 

18 from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. and the shelter is asking the community to do-
nate items such as dog and cat food, leashes and collars and other ani-

mal care items.  

 

Throughout the month of May, specials will appear on Columbia Animal 
Services’ Facebook page each week and along with special events to 

help raise funding for the shelter. 

 

For more information, visit Columbia Animal Services Facebook Page. 

MAYOR STEVE BENJAMIN AND CITY OF COLUMBIA 

TO HOST LET’S MOVE! “END OF SCHOOL BASH!” 

COLUMBIA ANIMAL SERVICES WILL PARTNER 

WITH THE ANIMAL MISSION FOR FILL THE RED 

TRUCK FUNDRAISER  

City Department Booth # 

Police Department 118 

Police Department Recruitment 119 

Fire Department 120 

Columbia-Richland 911  121 

Parks and RecreationDepartment 122 

Community Development Department 123 

Office of Business Opportunities 124 

Public Relations Department 125 

Book Signings:  126 

   Michael Baisden (2:15 p.m.- 2:45 p.m.)    

   Rose Rock (3-5 p.m.)   

The City of Columbia is excited to announce a Public Safety Job Fair 

to be held on Thursday, May 15, 2014 from 5:00 pm until 8:00 pm at 
the Columbia Police Department, 1 Justice Square.   

 
The job fair will be a joint effort between the Columbia Police Depart-

ment, the Columbia Fire Department and Columbia-Richland 911 
Communications. The City of Columbia is seeking qualified, produc-

tive and motivated police officers, firefighters and 911 call takers to 
provide efficient and effective services to the citizens of Columbia.  

 
For more details, visit www.columbiasc.net.  

CITY OF COLUMBIA PUBLIC SAFETY JOB FAIR  

MAYOR TO ATTEND BOURBON RIBBON CUTTING 

Columbia Mayor Steve Benjamin will join city leaders, the City Center 

Partnership and chef Kristian Niemi for a ribbon cutting to welcome 
downtown’s newest dining experience Bourbon to Main Street today at 

5:30 PM at 1214 Main Street. 
 

Bourbon, a restaurant and craft cocktail bar steps away from the 
South Carolina State House is the latest step forward in what has be-

come a renaissance of new shops and restaurants along Main Street. 
Housed in the historic Brennen Building (circa 1869), Bourbon’s con-

cept originated after restaurateur and chef, Kristian Niemi, toured the 
building while it was undergoing  restoration. 

 
“As soon as I walked into the building and heard a bit about its history, 

I knew immediately that it would be called Bourbon and would feature 
the spirit and the cuisine of New Orleans, with a Southern, Columbia 

twist,” said Niemi.  

CANCELED: "PAYCHECK TO PAYCHECK”             

COLUMBIA PREMIERE AND FORUM 

12 - 2 p.m. 

MAYOR STEVE BENJAMIN AND COLUMBIA URBAN 

LEAGUE ANNOUNCE WATER BILL INSERT        

PROGRAM TO SUPPORT SWELP 
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