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DESIGN/DEVELOPMENT REVIEW COMMISSION 
DESIGN REVIEW DISTRICT 

CONSENT AGENDA 
EVALUATION SHEET 

Case # 6 
 

 
ADDRESS:   800 Richland Street 
 
APPLICANT:   Wes Lyles, agent 
 
TAX MAP REFERENCE: TMS# 09010-05-01 
 
USE OF PROPERTY:  Institutional 
 
REVIEW  DISTRICT:  Individual Landmark 
 
NATURE OF REQUEST:   Request for Certificate of Design Approval for site improvements 
 
FINDINGS/COMMENTS:   
 
 The Governor’s Mansion and accompanying antebellum structures are located on a 9-acre 
block in the Arsenal Hill neighborhood. This parcel is a City landmark and therefore review of any 
changes to the exterior of the buildings and any site changes must come before the D/DRC.  
 
The entire site is enclosed by a wall which has been built piecemeal over the years and consequently, 
there’s a slightly different version of the wall on every street frontage of the block. Along Richland 
Street, which is the pertinent street frontage for this project, there is an old low (less than1’) 
stuccoed brick knee wall, largely hidden under English ivy, with a very decorative and historic 
wrought iron balustrade atop it. As one travels north along this stretch of Richland Street, the brick 
of the knee wall has been left unstuccoed. The topography shifts rather heavily in areas and the 
height of the wall in some places drops low enough that it is easily breached; achieving tighter 
security has become an issue for the Governor’s staff. The proposal is to raise the wall so that access 
is more difficult.  
 
 City staff has met with the Governor’s security staff and SHPO staff to talk through the 
options. Generally, the plan is to remove the low brick knee wall and replace it with a new brick wall 
which will come up to a height of not quite three feet. The brick will not be stuccoed in order to 
match the existing exposed brick knee wall further down the property. The wrought iron balustrade 
will be refurbished and mounted atop the wall. Transparency into the gardens will thus be retained. 
The wall will be level and all existing columns/gates will be retained.  
 
Individual Landmark Criteria for Review, Sec. 17-674(d) of City Ordinance 
 
(d) Criteria for review of design of structures and sites. 

(1) Issuance of a certificate of design approval shall be based upon the requirements set forth in the standards or design 
guidelines adopted by the city council for each historic district. For individual landmarks, the Governor's Mansion Protection 
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Area, Elmwood Park Architectural Conservation District, and the Landmark District, the Secretary of the Interior's 
Standards for Rehabilitation, as amended and listed below (the "Standards"), shall serve as guidelines until such time as design 
guidelines may be written and adopted by City Council for each local historic district. The Standards are to be applied to specific 
rehabilitation projects, taking into account the designation level of each district. 

 
a. For landmark districts and individual landmarks, the historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved. 
The removal of historic materials or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be avoided. 
 

After much discussion about visual consistency of the wall on this street (or lack thereof), it 
was decided that the new brick wall should match the existing un-stuccoed brick knee wall 
which is further north on the property along this street. Given the damage that often comes 
with trying to remove old stucco from brick, the plan is to remove the extant brick knee wall 
and replace with new brick to match existing brick further down the property. This will 
allow adequate footings to be poured for the new wall as well.  The distinctive and beautiful 
wrought iron fencing will be rehabilitated and re-installed. Transparency into the gardens will 
be maintained. 

 
c. For individual landmarks and the landmark district, each property shall be recognized as a physical record of its 
time, place, and use. Changes that create a false sense of historical development, such as adding conjectural features or 
architectural elements from other buildings, shall not be undertaken. 
 Not applicable.  
 
d. Most properties change over time; those changes that have acquired historic significance in their own right shall be 
retained and preserved. 
 Not applicable.  
 
e. Distinctive features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of craftsmanship that characterize a property 
shall be preserved. 

The wrought iron fencing is distinctive and will be retained.  
  
f. Deteriorated historic features shall be repaired rather than replaced. Where severe deterioration or complete loss 
requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature shall match the old in design, color, finish, texture, and 
other visual qualities and, where possible, materials. Replacement of missing features shall be substantiated by 
documentary, physical, or pictorial evidence, and character-defining features that have been lost due to intentional 
damage, removal or neglect shall be rebuilt. 
 The new wall will be brick and will be built using a similar brick and mortar profile as the 
extant brick wall which it is matching.  

 
g. Chemical or physical treatments, such as sandblasting, that cause damage to historic materials shall not be used. The 
surface cleaning of structures, if appropriate, shall be undertaken using the gentlest means possible. 

Not applicable.  
 
h. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic materials that characterize 
the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old and shall be compatible with the massing, size, scale, 
and architectural features to protect the historic integrity of the property and its environment. 
 The new wall will be brick to match the exposed low brick wall toward the edge of the 
property. The new brick will match the old brick in color but will be identifiable as newer brick.   
 
i. New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be undertaken in such a manner that if removed in the 
future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its environment would be unimpaired. 

Not applicable.  
 



3 
Moore  August 2015 

 
 
Staff Recommendations: 
Staff finds that the proposed project complies with the Individual Landmark Criteria for Review, Sec. 17-
674(d) of City Ordinance.  The following conditions should apply: 
 

• All details deferred to staff 
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ARCHITECTURAL

AD100 EXISTING FENCE

AD102 EXISTING FENCE

GOVERNOR'S MANSION FENCE
COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA

Note to Permitting Authority:  Studio 2LR, Inc. and their consultants are not under
contract with the Owner to provide construction administration services for this project.

REVISIONS

NO. DATE DESCRIPTION

SOUTH CAROLINA BUDGET AND CONTROL BOARD
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1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16

REPAIR OR REPLACE BROKEN
ELEMENTS OF BALUSTERS - SEE
GENERAL DEMOLITION NOTE 6

REPAIR OR REPLACE BOTOM OF BALUSTERS REPAIR OR REPLACE
BOTTOM OF BALUSTERS -
SEE GENERAL DEMOLITION
NOTE 6

GENERAL DEMOLITION NOTES:
1.  CAREFULLY REMOVE ALL 31 SECTIONS OF FENCING AND SALVAGE FOR

REINSTALLATION AS SHOWN ON PLANS.
2. DEMO EXISTING  KNEE WALL  AT 31 SECTIONS INCLUDING ANY FOOTINGS.
3. CLEAN , PRIME AND PAINT ENTIRE EXISTING FENCE.
4. PROVIDE TEMPORARY SECURITY FENCING AT EACH OPEN SECTION OF

FENCING AT ALL TIMES. COORDINATE WITH OWNER.
5. BASE BID ASSUMES ONE (1) BALUSTER PER SECTION (31 SECTIONS) FOR

REPLACEMENT FOR A TOTAL OF 31 BALUSTERS. ANY ABOVE AND BEYOND
WILL NEED TO BE QUANTIFIED AND DOCUMENTED FOR APPROVAL PRIOR TO
FUTHER CONSTRUCTION.

6. PROTECT EXISTING TREES AND PLANTS AS NECESSARY DURING DEMOLITION
AND CONSTRUCTION.

7. SALVAGE AND TURN OVER TO OWNER ALL BACK OF FENCE SUPPORT RODS
8. REMOVE AND SALVAGE FOR REPLACEMENT, AS REQUIRED, ALL EXISTING

BRICK LANDSCAPE BORDER. IF CONSTRUCTION CAN COMMENCE WITH
BORDER IN PLACE, PROTECT DURING DEMOLITION AND CONSTRUTION.
REPLACE ALL MISSING OR DISTURBED BRICK.

REWORK EXISTING CONNECTION REWORK EXISTING CONNECTION
SEE GENERAL DEMOLITION NOTE 7

SEE GENERAL DEMOLITION NOTE 7
SEE GENERAL DEMOLITION NOTE 7

SEE GENERAL DEMOLITION NOTE 6SEE GENERAL DEMOLTION NOTE 8 SEE GENERAL DEMOLITION NOTE 8
SEE GENERAL DEMOLTION NOTE 8

SEE GENERAL DEMOLITION NOTE 8
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REVISIONS

NO. DATE DESCRIPTION

 1" = 20'-0"
1

FENCE PLAN

 1" = 20'-0"
2

PLAN SOUTH ELEVATION 1

 1/2" = 1'-0"
3

DETAIL 1

 1/2" = 1'-0"
4

DETAIL 2

 1/2" = 1'-0"
5

DETAIL 3

 1/2" = 1'-0"
6

DETAIL 4

CONSTRUCTION NOTES:

1.  CLEAN, PRIME AND PAINT EXISTING FENCE , COMPLETE.

2. REPLACE ALL LANDSCAPING DISTURBED DURING DEMOLITION AND CONSTRUCTION.

INCLUDING LANDSCAPE AREAS AT BASE OF EXISTING WALL AND BRICK LANDSCAPING

BORDER.

 

 1/2" = 1'-0"
7

TYPICAL SECTION AT FENCE POST
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