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BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 
CASE SUMMARY FOR 

APPLICATION FOR SPECIAL EXCEPTION 
 

2600 Barhamville Road 
(W.A. Perry Middle School) 

 
August 12, 2014 at 10:00 A.M. 

City Council Chambers, 1737 Main Street, 3rd Floor 
Columbia, South Carolina 

 
Case Number: 14-034-SE 

Subject Property: 2600 Barhamville Road (TMS# 11512-01-31) 

Zoning District: RS-3 (Single Family Residential district)  

Applicant: Gerald E. Lonon, Pace Engineering Consultants, Inc. 

Property Owner: W. A. Perry Jr. High School (Richland County School District One) 

Council District: 2 

Summary Prepared: 5 August 2014 
 
 
 

Requested Action:  Special Exception to expand an Elementary School  
Applicable Sections  
of Zoning Ordinance: §17-258 Elementary Schools (SIC 821) are allowed by special exception in the 

RS-3 districts. 
  
 §17-112 Standard criteria for special exceptions 
  
Case History:  12/14/2004 Special Exception (04-119-SE) granted to expand an Elementary School. 
  11/9/2004 Special Exception (04-115-SE) granted to construct an athletic field 

accessory to an Elementary School. 
   
 
Staff Comments:   This property was last before the Board in December of 2004 for approval of an 

expansion to the middle school (classified as an elementary school) on the site.  This new 
application is for the addition of a 17,260 sq. ft. gymnasium on the southwest side of the 
existing school.   

 
 The property is zoned RS-3, single family residential, and the closest residences to the 

building site are zoned RS-2 and RS-1, which are lower density residential districts.  The 
TS Martin residential development is to the north of the site, and is zoned RS-3. The 
proposed location of the gymnasium is approximately 240 feet from the nearest 
neighboring property and well incorporated into the school campus.    

 
 I recommend that the Board approve this application, subject to the following 

conditions: 
• Construction, operation, and/or use shall be in substantial compliance with 

the documents placed on file in conjunction with this case; 
  
 The above recommendation is based upon the following findings as required within 
 §17-112 of the Zoning Ordinance: 

1. An elementary school is allowed by special exception within a RS-3 district, and 
the special exception would not adversely affect the public interest. 
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2. The proposed expansion to an elementary school, when operated in conformance 
with the application and submitted documents presented to the Board prior to the 
public hearing: 

a. Will not have a substantial adverse impact on vehicular traffic or 
vehicular and pedestrian safety and adequate provisions are made in the 
proposed exception for parking and for loading and unloading in that the 
proposed gymnasium is adjacent to a large parking area and additional 
parking spaces are proposed as part of this expansion; 

b. Will not have a substantial adverse impact on adjoining properties in 
terms of environmental factors such as noise, lights, glare, vibration, 
fumes, odors, obstruction of air or light as the school gymnasium will be 
located at least 240 feet from the nearest neighboring lot and will be 
established within an existing school campus; 

c. Will not have a substantial adverse impact on the aesthetic character of 
the area, to include a review of the orientation and spacing of buildings 
in that the school gymnasium will be located between the existing school 
and the adjacent stadium; 

d. Will not have a substantial adverse impact on public safety or create 
nuisance conditions detrimental to the public interest or conditions likely 
to result in increased law enforcement response;  

e. The establishment of the proposed special exception does not create a 
concentration or proliferation of the same or similar types of special 
exception use, which concentration may be detrimental to the 
development or redevelopment of the area in which the special exception 
use is proposed to be developed; 

f. Is consistent with the character and intent of the underlying district as 
indicated in the zoning district description, and there are not any 
applicable zoning overlay district goals and requirements; 

g. Is appropriate for its location and compatible with the permitted uses 
adjacent to and in the vicinity of the property as the proposed school 
gymnasium is an expansion to an existing school campus and can be 
reasonably assumed to serve the needs of a single family residential 
district. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
Persons expressing support or concern about this application submitted the documents outlined below to staff.  
All documents are attached hereto and made a part of the record of the public hearing. 
 
-None. 
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