
BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 
CASE SUMMARY FOR 

APPLICATION FOR VARIANCE 
 

1125 George Rogers Boulevard 
 

July 8, 2014 at 10:00 A.M. 
City Council Chambers, 1737 Main Street, 3rd Floor 

Columbia, South Carolina 
 
Case Number: 14-031-V 

Subject Property: 1125 George Rogers Boulevard (TMS# 11206-03-04) 

Zoning District: C-3 (General Commercial) 

Applicant: Scott Garvin (Garvin Design Group) 

Property Owner: University of South Carolina 

Council District: 3 

Summary Prepared: 27 June 2014 
 
 
 

Requested Action:  Variance to the allowable display surface area for signage. 
Applicable Sections  
of Zoning Ordinance: §17-406 (b) In the C-3 district, 300 square feet plus two square feet for each linear 

foot of building frontage with a principal entrance in excess of 150 feet 
is allowed 

  . 
 §17-112 Standard criteria and procedures for a variance 
  
Case History:  None. 
 
Staff Comments:   This is a variance request to exceed the square footage requirements in the general 

commercial district to accommodate a plan for signage on Williams-Brice Stadium.   
  
 In short, the applicant is requesting a variance because of the uniqueness of the stadium 

in comparison to other typical general commercial buildings.  As part of the on-going 
and future planned renovations in and around the stadium, USC has embarked on 
removing and adding new signage.   

  
 The applicant has provided elevations of the signage that is proposed on the Bluff Road 

side of the stadium. The existing signage on the George Rogers side of the stadium will 
remain largely unchanged.  According to the applicant, it is anticipated that the ramp 
graphics will be removed or redesigned as part of the future plan as well. The applicant 
has requested 7,000 square feet total allowance for the existing and proposed signage, an 
estimated 3,500 existing and 3,500 newly proposed.  An allowance of approximately 
5,500 square feet total of signage would be permitted for the stadium. The variance 
request would be for an additional 1,500 square feet of signage. Based on the submitted 
application, after all signage has been redesigned and applied, the total area shall be no 
greater than 7,000 square feet. 

 
Based on the foregoing, I recommend that the Board approve this application subject to the 
following conditions: 
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• Total signage area shall be in substantial compliance with submitted illustrative 
documents and application.   

 
Pursuant to the Standard of Review in granting a Variance (Section 17-112)(3)b, we have reviewed the 
applicant’s request for a variance from the sign square footage requirements for this site, and based on 
all of the foregoing, we conclude as a matter of law that the Applicant has met all of the requirements 
for a variance, when operated in conformance with the application, submitted documents presented to 
the Board prior to the public hearing, and information outlined above, and make a ruling as to the 
requirements considering the following: 

  
1. Extraordinary and exceptional conditions exist in that the regionally important major sport 

facility of Williams-Brice Stadium is unique in design and purpose; and  
2. These conditions do not generally apply to other properties in the vicinity, as there are very few 

stadiums in South Carolina that can be compared to Williams-Brice Stadium. 
3. Because of these conditions, the application of this division to the particular property would 

effectively prohibit or unreasonably restrict the ability of USC to reasonably and efficiently 
utilize the available stadium wall area to maximize visibility and identity on the Bluff Road 
side.  

4. Authorizing this variance will not be of substantial detriment to adjacent property or the public 
good, and the character of the district will not be harmed, as the area is a mixture of USC 
property adjacent to predominantly commercial and industrial zoned parcels.  

5. Further, the reasons set forth within the application justify the granting of the variance, and the 
requested relief is the minimum necessary to make reasonable use of the land, building, and 
structure.  

6. The granting of the variance will be in harmony with the general purpose and intent of the 
Zoning Ordinance, and it will not be injurious to the neighborhood or otherwise detrimental to 
the public welfare. 

 
 

 
 
       
Persons expressing support or concern about this application submitted the documents outlined below to staff.  
All documents are attached hereto and made a part of the record of the public hearing. 
-None. 
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PROJECT MATERIAL & PAINT SPECIFICATIONS1

TYPICAL NOTES

-  REFER TO DRAWING NOTES FOR MATERIAL THICKNESS AND/OR DIAMETER
   UNLESS SPECIFICALLY NOTED IN THE FINISH SCHEDULE.
-  BID ALTERNATE PRICING SHOULD BE INCLUDED ON BID SUMMARY FORM
   IN THE CORRESPONDING BID ALTERNATIVE COLUMN.

ASSEMBLY SPECIFICATIONS

-  ALL HARDWARE TO BE SECURED WITH LOCTITE OR EQUIVALENT TO
DETER VANDALISM.

FABRICATION SPECIFICATIONS

-  SEAMLESS CONSTRUCTION; ALL SEAMS/WELDS TO BE FILLED, GROUND, 
SANDED, AND FINISHED SMOOTH.
- NO VISIBLE FASTENERS UNLESS THEY ARE SPECIFICALLY PART OF
DESIGN INTENT. 

GENERAL NOTE

- FIELD SURVEY IS REQUIRED PRIOR TO PRODUCING FINAL
SHOP DRAWINGS TO VERIFY ARCHITECTURAL INTEGRITY &
LAYOUT. ALL INTENT DRAWINGS IN THIS PACKAGE ARE FOR INTENT.
NO DIMENSIONS HAVE BEEN CONFIRMED. RESPONSIBILITY FOR ALL FIELD 
VERIFICATION LIES WITH SIGN FABRICATOR.

PROJECT LOGO 1 - BLOCK C WITH WHITE OUTLINE3

PROJECT TYPEFACE 1 - MACHINE (CHARACTER WIDTH OF 115%)2

 PAINT SCHEDULE

 P1   AKZO NOBEL -  WHITE 493 A1
 

 P2   AKZO NOBEL -  BLACK 493 H1
 

 P3   AKZO NOBEL -  TO MATCH PMS 202 C

 VINYL SCHEDULE

 V1  3M MATTE BLACK 7725-22 (1ST SURFACE)
            3M 3635-20 BLACKOUT VINYL (2ND SURFACE)
 

 V2  AVERY 900 PANTONE 188 C TRANSLUCENT VINYL "GARNET"
        (TO MATCH PMS 202 C)
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Project Specifications
USC Stadium Sign
Project # 31133.00

The following design documents are for the sole purpose of conveying design intent and are not intended for construction purposes.  The fabricator 

may make recommendations and/or changes to the details as shown in the drawings with written approval of the Owner’s representative.  The 

fabricator assumes all responsibility for signage integrity, engineering, field verification and measurements, etc.

Sky Design and the Owner shall review all shop drawings for conformance with the design intent of these drawings only and will not be held 

responsible or liable for any results of construction from working drawings, materials selection, shop drawings, or any other agreements.

Review

 - Site - The fabricator is responsible for verifying all site conditions with regards to fabrication and installation before manufacture  

    of signage.  Any conditions that would impede the proper and timely completion of the work should be presented to the Owner’s

    representative in writing. 

 - Sign Location Plans - Locations shown on the Sign Location Plans are for general placement.  The fabricator shall confirm each 

    sign location with the Owner’s representative and locate via stake and flag for verification.

 - Fabricator shall notify the Owner’s representative of any discrepancies in the design documents or graphics schedule as well as 

    discrepancies in field dimensions or field conditions that would require changes in sign construction details.  All discrepancies   

    shall be brought to the attention of the Owner’s representative. 

Artwork

All enlarging and reducing of supplied artwork images is the responsibility of the signage fabricator.  Any discrepancies after enlarging or reducing vs. 

original artwork are to be addressed with Owner’s representative prior to reproduction.  Refer to the design documents for reference as to what artwork 

will be provided.  Sky Design will not submit electronic artwork for contractors use in shop drawings except for custom created logos, icons, 

typography, etc.  Artwork for general fabrication items will not be submitted so please account for this in your timeframes and general costs.

Submittals 

Color samples, material samples, submittals, copy layouts, and working drawings are to be provided for approval by the Owner’s representative and 

Owner prior to manufacture.  Full size copy layouts will also be required as needed.

 - Shop Drawings - are the responsibility of the fabricator for each of the disciplines contained within and are to include all 

    necessary dimensions drawn to scale, details, internal mechanicals, joint connections, hidden connections, anchorage to 

    footings, section views as needed, etc.  These must be submitted and approved prior to beginning any construction.  Scans or 

    copies of the enclosed design documents with contractor title block will not be accepted for approval as working drawings.  The sign  

    fabricator is responsible for all aspects of fabrication including engineering, installation techniques and performance, as well as     

         coordination with site contractors and related trades.

 - Paint - 3 samples of each color to be submitted on minimum 4” x 4” plate. One will be returned; the others will be retained for 

    file references.  All paints used must retain a minimum 5-year warranty for interior and exterior signage.  This includes no 

    cracking, flaking, or fading.  Exterior paints should be 2-part catalyst hardened urethane, base coat, top coat, matte finish 

    unless otherwise specified.

 - Mock-ups - samples required for review and approval will be listed on Bid Summary Form.

 - Vinyl - All vinyl is to be 3M Scotchcal graphic vinyl, or Gerber equivalent.  First surface application unless otherwise specified on 

    drawings.

 - Inkjet - 1 proof of each type of inkjet graphic to be submitted at full-size. For large format graphics, a minimum 12” x 12”, full 

    size portion should be submitted. Proofs are to be of equal or greater reproduction quality than the original artwork provided. All 

    inkjet graphics are to be printed on 3M material or equivalent using pigment-based ink to prevent fading and discoloration. If 

    necessary, laminates are to be 3M material or equivalent, gloss or matte finish as specified. Warranty information for all inkjet   

    applications to be provided at no less than five years.

Materials

 - All wood, stone, brick or brick veneer components to be sealed to protect against decay, mildew, and discoloration

 - All aluminum components and panels to have a minimum wall thickness of .125” or greater

Installation 

 - Pin mounted letters should be set in Hilti epoxy or equivalent to deter theft and vandalism.  Exterior pin mounted letters should 

    be set in Hilti epoxy or equivalent and sealed with silicone or equivalent waterproofing sealer.

 - Signage design and installation for this project must conform to all federal, state, and city regulations and ordinances.  It is the 

    responsibility of signage fabricator to submit drawings to the proper agencies for review and approval prior to construction.  It is 

    also the responsibility of the signage fabricator to obtain the necessary permits and approvals prior to construction.

Signage Protection

Fabricator to coordinate protection of all signs until punch list is completed by Owner.

Warranty

Fabricator warrants work against failure due to faulty materials, workmanship, and design for a period of five years from date of substantial completion.  

Fading, cracking, oil canning, peeling, delaminating, rusting, corroding, and structural failure, including distortion, will be construed to mean failure due 

to faulty materials and workmanship.

All products, materials, adhesives, paints, etc. shall be covered by standard warranty.  Failures during the warranty period shall be repaired or 

replaced to the satisfaction of the Owner.

Proprietary Information

Sky Design shall have the right to include a credit line on completed designs or any visual representation of drawings, models, sketches, photographs, 

etc. created by Sky Design in the development of this signage program.  The credit shall be included in any publication of the designs by the Owner or 

by others.
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STADIUM SIGN DAY & NIGHTTIME RENDERING
SCALE:  N/A
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STADIUM SIGN ELEVATION
SCALE:  1/16" = 1'- 0"
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FUTURE BANNER GRAPHIC
APPLIED TO WALL (NOT IN SCOPE)



STADIUM SIGN ELEVATION DETAIL
SCALE:  1/8" = 1'- 0"
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A - FABRICATED 12" DEEP ALUMINUM CABINET  
  WITH UNDERSIDE LIGHTING  
  (SEE PAGE 1.2 FOR DETAILS AND   
  SPECIFICATIONS) 
B - FABRICATED 24" DEEP ALUMINUM CHANNEL  
  FACELIT BLOCK "C" LOGO WITH INTERNAL  
  LED ILLUMINATION (SEE PAGE 1.2   
  FOR DETAILS AND SPECIFICATIONS)  
C - FABRICATED 12" DEEP ALUMINUM FACELIT  
  CHANNEL LETTERS WITH INTERNAL LED  
  ILLUMINATION  (SEE PAGE 1.2   
  FOR DETAILS AND SPECIFICATIONS)  

  INSTALL:
 - CABINET TO BE ATTACHED TO WALL VIA 

MECHANICAL FASTENERS WITH EPOXY
 -  ALL STRUCTURAL COMPONENTS TO BE 

VERIFIED BY ENGINEER
 - ELECTRICAL POWER TO BE RUN THROUGH 

CABINET TO EACH SIGN LOCATION
 - ALL DIMENSIONS AND CONDITIONS TO BE 

FIELD VERIFIED BY FABRICATOR

  CABINET LIGHTING:
 - UNDERSIDE CABINET LIGHTING SHOWN IS 

PLACEHOLDER ONLY. ALL LIGHTING 
INFORMATION (NUMBER OF LIGHTS, LIGHT 
PLACEMENT, LIGHTING SPECS, ETC.) WILL 
NEED TO BE PROVIDED BY A LIGHTING 
PROFESSIONAL. THE SELECTED VENDOR 
WILL NEED TO COORDINATE FABRICATION 
OF CABINET STRUCTURE TO ACCOMODATE 
ALL LIGHTING COMPONENTS AND 
ELECTRICAL HOOKUPS.

MATERIALS & SPECIFICATIONS
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SCALE:  3/16" = 1'- 0"
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A - FABRICATED .125" ALUMINUM CHANNEL  
  “BLOCK C” LOGO CABINET WITH INTERNAL  
  LED ILLUMINATION. RETURNS TO BE   
  PAINTED P1. INSIDE OF CABINET TO BE  
  PAINTED P1.
B - WHITE POLYCARBONATE (TO MATCH #7328)  
  WITH APPLIED VINYL V1 & V2. 
C - 1 1/2" x 1 1/2" x .125" ALUMINUM RETAINER  
  PAINTED P1. 
D - FABRICATED .080" ALUMINUM CHANNEL  
  LETTER CABINET WITH INTERNAL LED  
  ILLUMINATION. RETURNS TO BE PAINTED P2.  
  INSIDE OF CABINET TO BE PAINTED P1. 
E - 1/4" THICK WHITE ACRYLIC #7328.
F - 1" x 1" x .125" ALUMINUM RETAINER  
G - FABRICATED .125" ALUMINUM CABINET WITH  
  INTERNAL STRUCTURE AS NEEDED,  
  PAINTED P3.

  INSTALL:
 - CABINET TO BE ATTACHED TO WALL VIA 

MECHANICAL FASTENERS WITH EPOXY
 -  ALL STRUCTURAL COMPONENTS TO BE 

VERIFIED BY ENGINEER
 - ELECTRICAL POWER TO BE RUN THROUGH 

CABINET TO EACH SIGN LOCATION
 - ALL DIMENSIONS AND CONDITIONS TO BE 

FIELD VERIFIED BY FABRICATOR
 - LED SPECIFICATION: BITRO 

ECOTRIO3XWHITE. LED QUANTITY TO BE 
(3) MODULES PER LINEAR FOOT AND 6 
LINEAR FEET PER SQUARE FOOT OF 
SIGNAGE.

  CABINET LIGHTING:
 - UNDERSIDE CABINET LIGHTING SHOWN IS 

PLACEHOLDER ONLY. ALL LIGHTING 
INFORMATION (NUMBER OF LIGHTS, LIGHT 
PLACEMENT, LIGHTING SPECS, ETC.) WILL 
NEED TO BE PROVIDED BY A LIGHTING 
PROFESSIONAL. THE SELECTED VENDOR 
WILL NEED TO COORDINATE FABRICATION 
OF CABINET STRUCTURE TO ACCOMODATE 
ALL LIGHTING COMPONENTS AND 
ELECTRICAL HOOKUPS.

MATERIALS & SPECIFICATIONS
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