
 
PAGE 1 OF 2 

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 
CASE SUMMARY FOR 

APPLICATION FOR SPECIAL EXCEPTION 
 

1112 Price Ave 
 

February 11, 2014 at 10:00 A.M. 
City Council Chambers, 1737 Main Street, 3rd Floor 

Columbia, South Carolina 
 
Case Number: 14-003-SE 

Subject Property: 1112 Price Ave (TMS# 09012-06-07) 

Zoning District: C-1 (Office and Institutional district) 

Applicant: Pamela Denise Patterson, Wonderful Minds Child Care Academy 

Property Owner: ARKA LLC 

Council District: 1 

Summary Prepared: 6 February 2014 
 
 
 

Requested Action:  Special Exception to establish a day care facility 
Applicable Sections   
of Zoning Ordinance: §17-258 Day Care Facilities allowed by special exception in the C-1 district. 
 §17-265 Conditional requirements for Day Care Facilities. 
 §17-112 Standard criteria for special exceptions (see staff comments below) 
  
Case History:  None. 
 
Staff Comments:   This application for Special Exception is to permit the establishment of a day care 

facility within a residential building which has been converted to a commercial use for 
some time.  The area surrounding this property is largely commercial, though there are 
residences both across the street and on the property immediately to the west of the 
subject property.  These residences are on property zoned C-1 (Office and Institutional). 

 
 The site plan submitted shows that a fenced-play area, drop-off area, and parking can be 

easily accommodated on this site, however it should be mentioned that prior to 
occupancy of this building, the applicant will be required to meet all applicable 
landscaping (including buffer requirements), fire, and building codes.  

 
 I recommend that the Board approve this application, subject to the following 

conditions: 
• Construction, operation, and/or use shall be in substantial compliance with 

the documents placed on file in conjunction with this case; 
• Operator must be licensed by the SC Department of Social Services or its 

successor for state licensing (DSS).  Number of children permitted in this 
Day Care Facility shall be as determined by DSS, subject to meeting the 
parking requirements of the City of Columbia Zoning Ordinance. 

• Play Area. A fenced play area of not less than 3,000 square feet shall be 
provided. The number of children in the fenced play area at any time shall 
not exceed the ratio of one child for every 150 square feet of fenced-in play 
area. No fence shall be less than four feet in height. 
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• Loading and unloading. An area adequate for loading and unloading of 
children to be accommodated shall be provided, and that area shall not be 
located within any public right-of-way. 

• Play equipment. No play equipment shall be closer than 20 feet to any 
residential lot line. 

  
 The above recommendation is based upon the following findings as required within 
 §17-112 of the Zoning Ordinance: 

1. A day care facility is allowed by special exception within a C-1 district, and the 
special exception would not adversely affect the public interest. 

2. The proposed day care facility, when operated in conformance with the 
application and submitted documents presented to the Board prior to the public 
hearing: 

a. Will not have a substantial adverse impact on vehicular traffic or 
vehicular and pedestrian safety and adequate provisions are made in the 
proposed exception for parking and for loading and unloading in that the 
day care facility will provide a child drop-off area at the left rear 
handicap side entrance of the building, a parking area is provided on-
site, and there are sidewalks in front of the building; 

b. Will not have a substantial adverse impact on adjoining properties in 
terms of environmental factors such as noise, lights, glare, vibration, 
fumes, odors, obstruction of air or light as the day care facility will be 
established within an existing building; 

c. Will not have a substantial adverse impact on the aesthetic character of 
the area, to include a review of the orientation and spacing of buildings 
in the day care facility will be established within an existing building; 

d. Will not have a substantial adverse impact on public safety or create 
nuisance conditions detrimental to the public interest or conditions likely 
to result in increased law enforcement response as the day care facility 
will need to comply with DSS regulations;  

e. The establishment of the proposed special exception does not create a 
concentration or proliferation of the same or similar types of special 
exception use, which concentration may be detrimental to the 
development or redevelopment of the area in which the special exception 
use is proposed to be developed; 

f. Is consistent with the character and intent of the underlying district as 
indicated in the zoning district description, and there are not any 
applicable zoning overlay district goals and requirements; 

g. Is appropriate for its location and compatible with the permitted uses 
adjacent to and in the vicinity of the property as the property has already 
been established as a commercial building and is adjacent to commercial 
uses on three sides. 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
       
Persons expressing support or concern about this application submitted the documents outlined below to staff.  
All documents are attached hereto and made a part of the record of the public hearing. 
-None. 
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